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PREFACE 


Concerning the Care of the SOUL. 
Q. \ A H A T ought to be a May's great- 


ft Care? 

A. The 9 of his Soul. 

Q. Why ? 

A. AE tis moſt worthy of his Care. 

Q. Wherein doth its Worth appear ? 

A. In being made after the Image of God, 
and in laſting to all Eternity. 

Q. What 5s the ſecond Reaſon for this Care ? 

A. Becauſe its Loſs is irreparable. 

Q. Whereis confiſts the Loſs of the Soul? 

A. In being condemn'd to everlaſting Tor- 
ments. 

Q.: What is the third Reaſon for this Care? 

A. Becauſe of the great Danger to which 
a Soul is expoſed. 

Q. To what Danger is it expoſed ? | 

A. To Enemies from without, and to E- 
nemies from within. 

Q. What are the Enemies from without ? 

A. The World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. 

Ho does the World become dangerous? 

4 By the multitude of its Temptations, 

A 2. there 
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there being no State nor Condition of Life 
free from them. 

Q. How does the Fleſh become dangerous ? 

A. By being always near us, and by its 
Falſeneſs, deſigning to ruin us, when it pre- 
tends to pleaſe us. 

Q. How does the Devil become dangerous? 

A. By his Subtilty to beguile us, and by 
his Diligence and Watchfulneſs to betray us. 

Q.: What is the Danger from within? 

A. A general Diſorder in all the Faculties 
of the Soul; the Underſtanding being dark, 
the Will apter to Evil than Good, and the 
Affeckions bent after the Pleaſures of Sin. 

Q: From whence proceeds this general Diſorder ? 

A. From Original Sin. * 

Q. How was Original Sin contracted? 
Covenant God made with him, which is 
called the Firſt Covenant. | 

Q: What were the Terms of the Firſt Covenant? 

A. That if he continued in his Obedience 
to God, the Strength of Soul which he had 
ſhould be continued, and that he ſhould ne- 
ver die, but be tranſlated to Heaven; but if 
he ſinned, he ſhould be ſubject to Decay and 
Death here, and to Hell hereafter. 

Q. What is the fourth Reaſon for this Care of 
the Soul ? 
A. The Succeſs of ſuch a Care, and the Aſ- 
ſurance there is that it will not be in vain. 

Q. Will not the Guilt of Original Sin render 
that Care ineffeitual ? A. No: 
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A. No; bad that Guilt was taken as 
way by the Death of Chriſt, for whoſe ſake 
God made a New Covenant with us, called 
the Second Covenant. 

Q. Where is that Second Covenant contained? 

A. In theſe Words, Gen. iii. 15. the Seed of 
the Woman ſhall. break the Serpent's Head, which 
is made up of Mercies to be afforded by God, 
and of ſome Duties to be per formed by us. 

Q. What does God promiſe? 

A. To ſend his only Son to be made like 
unto us in all things, Sin only. excepted ; and 
to become our Prophet, Prieſt, and King. 

Q. I hat did he do for us as 4 Prophet ? 

A.. He made known to us: the. whole Will | 
of his Father. I 

Q: What is our Duty in this particular? E 

A. Diligently to learn that Will of God, | 
which Chriſt has revealed. 

Q. What did ke do for us as 4 Prieſt + ? 

A. Offer himſelf a Sacrifice for our Sins. 

Q. What is our Duty in this Particular ? | 

A. Heartily to repent of, and forſake our | 
Sins; ſtedfaſtly to believe; if we do that: 
we 1hall have the Benefit of his Sacrifice. 

Q. What doth he more as our Prieft ?. ? 

A. Bleſs and pray for us. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts his Bleſſi ing us? 

A. In turning us from our Iniquities. 

O. Wherein configs his Praying for us ? 

A. In his continual Interceflion for us at the 


Right Hand of Gd. | 
A *3 Q: What? | 
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Q. What did he for us as our King ? 


A. Subdue our Enemies, and enable us to 


perform the Will of his Father. 

% What is our Duty in this Particular? 

To be obedient Subjects, and conform 
our . to all his Laws. 

Q What elſe did he do for all thoſe that faith- 
fully obey him? 

A. Purchaſe the Kingdom of Heaven, 

Q. What is our Duty in this Particular ?- 

A. Not to forfeit our Share therein by 
Impenitence, nor to faften our Affections up- 
on this World. 

2 Will what Chriſt hath done excuſe our Care? 

. No; our Care is neceſſary tO make us 
1 of the Benefits of his Paffioft. 

Q. Mherein appears the Aﬀront we offer to God 
by neglecting our Souls? 

A. In that we deſpiſe what has been va- 
lued at ſuch a Rate, as to be the Concern of 
the whole bleſſed Trinity ; Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoſt, having done their Par ts to keep 


the Soul from periſhing. 
Q. How does it become us to deal with our r 2 
A. As Reaſon teaches us to do with all other 
things that concern us; and this not only out 
of Juſtice, becauſe the Soul furniſhes us with 
that Reaſon, which we exerciſe in all our 


Worldly Buſineſs : but alſo out of Mercy, be- 
cauſe the Soul will be unſpeakably miſerable 


if we continue to neglect it. 
* How muft this Care be *— 7 
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A. In the doing all thofe things which 
tend to make the Soul happy, which is the 
End of our Care. What thoſe are will be 
ſhew'd in the following Treatiſe. 


CHAPEL 
The three great Branches of Man's Duty, 
zo God, our Selves, our Neighbour : 


Our Duty to God; Of Faith, O. 
Hope, Of Love, Of bear, Of Truſt. 


Q. Hat is required of us to make ms par- 
take of the Benefits Chriſt has pur- 
chaſed! | BY | | 

A. A hearty honeſt Endeavour of obey- 
ing the whole Will of God. 8 
Qt. How is the Will of God diſcovered? 

A. By the Light of Nature, and by the 
holy Scriptures. 

Q. Wherein is briefly contained the whole Duty 
of a Chriſtian ! Bans i en 

A. Titus it. 12. That we ſhould live ſoberly, 


righteouſly and godly in this preſent World. 


Q. What is meant by Soberly ? 

A. Our Duty to our ſelves. _ 
Q What is meant by Righteouſly? 
A. Our Duty to our Neighbour. 
Q. What is meant by Godly 2 

A. Our Duty to God. 


Q. What 
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God ? | 
A. To acknowledge him to be God, and 
to have no other. 

2 What (+ ſignifies our acknowledging him ro be 
Go 


A. To believe that he is a Spirit infinite 
in all Perfections; and to perform all thoſe 


Duties which are due from a Creature to his 
Creator. 

Q. What is the firſt Pay we owe to God? 

A. Faith. 

Q. What is Faith ? 


A. A Belief that God is, and that all that 


he fays is true. 
Q. Mherein is contained the Renal aimns he 
has made to Mankind ? 
A: In the Holy Scriptures. 
. Of what do the Holy Scriptures confi ſt 2 


A. Of Affirmations, Commands, Threat- 


nings, and Promiſes. 
. How are we to believe tne Affir mations ? 


Z. Not only as true, but as written for 


our Inſtruction, and by them to lay that. 
Foundation of Chriſtian Knowledge, on which 
we may build a Chriſtian Life. 

. How are we to believe the Commands? 

A. Not only that they are Juſt and fit for 
him to enjoin, but that they ought to be ob- 
ſerved by us, or elſe our Belief. will make us 
more inexcuſable. 


Q. How 


Q. What are the chief Parts of our Duty to 
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Q. How are we to believe the Threatnings ? 
A. That they will certainly be inflicted 

upon impenitent Sinners, and we ought to 

keep from thoſe Sins to which this Deſtructi- 
on is threatned, otherwiſe our Belief will add 
to our Guilt. 

Qi. How are you to helicve the Promiſes ? 
A. That they will certainly be fulfilled 

both to our Souls and Bodies, provided we 


perform the Conditions, otherwiſe tis a mad 


Preſumption to expect the Benefit of them. 
Q. What is the Beata Duty we owe to God? 
A. Hope. bp 
Q.: What is Hope? 

A. A comfortable Expectation of the good 
Things God has promiſed. . 
Q. How do we ſin againſt this Duty? 

A. By Preſumption and Deſpair. 

Q. What is Preſumption? 

A. Hoping where God has given us no 
Ground to hope. | 

Q. What is Deſpair ? 

A. Such a Diſtruſt of God's Merey, as 
occafions the Neglett of our own Duty. 

Q. What is the third Duty we owe to God? 

A. Love. | 

Q. What Motives have we to the Love of God? 

A. His own Excellency, there being no- 
thing good in the World, but what hath re- 
ceived all its Goodneſs from God; aud then 
his Kindneſs to us, which appeared more 
eſpecial in the Contrivance of our Redemp- 
nas Q What 
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Q. What are the common Effects of L? 
A. A Deſire of pleaſing, and a Deſire of 
Enjoyment. 

Q. How ſhall we try our Love to God? 

A. By thoſe Effects. 

75 Wherein conſt, iſt's the pee Enjoyment of 
Goa? 

A. In the next Lite. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts the imper fed 1 
of God here below ? 

A. In Praying, Meditating, hearing his 
Word, receiving the bleſſed Sacrament. 

Q. 1 hat is the fourth Duty we owe to Gad? 

A. Fear. : 

Q. What is this Fear? ; 

A. Such an awful regard to God as may f 
keep us from offending him. f 

Q. Whence ariſes this Fear? ; 

A. From the Confideration of his Juſtice; | 
which will not clear the wicked: And from 4 
the Conſideration of his Power that is able 7 
to inflict the foreſt Puniihments upon them. ; 
| Q Wherein appears the Folly of fearing Men | 
more than God? 4 
| A. Becauſe their Power is very ſhort. of 1 
his, and can do nothing without his Per- $ 
miſſion ; beſides, 'tis poſſible we may tranſ- 4 
greſs againſt Men ard they not know it, but i 
tis impoſſible any thing ſhould be conceald 


fr om God. F ö 
Q. What is the fifth Duty we owe to Ged ? 4 


A. Truſt. | | 
Q. What 


* 
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Q. What is Truſt ? 

A. A depending on him for Succour in all 
our Dangers and Wants, Spiritual and Tem- 


poral. 


Q. What is our Duty in depending on bis for 
Succours in our Spiritual Dangers ? 

A. To pray earneſtly for his Grace, and 
manfully to combat with the Temptation. 

Q. What is our Duty in depending on him foy 
Succour in Temporal Dangers ! 

A. To take care that we be ſuch to whom 
he has promiſed his Protection; and never 
ſeek to deliver our ſelves by unlawful Means. 

Q. What is our Duty in A on him for 
Succour in our Spiritual Wants ? 

A. Prayer, and a careful Improvement of 
that Grace he has already beſtowed upon us. 
Q. What is our Duty in depending on him for 
Succours in our Temporal Wants ? 


A. An honeft Induſtry and Labour, they 


being the Means whereby God ordinarily 


gives us the Neceſſaries of Lite, but if we 
are not able by our Endeavours to procure 
the Neceilaries of Life, then chearfully to 
reſt on God. 
Q. What are the Benefits of this Duty? 
A. We thereby engage God to provide for 
us, and procure a great deal of Lale and 


Quiet to our ſelves. 


CHAP. 
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CHA P. II. 
O Humility, Sabmiſſi on to God's Will, 


attive and paſſive, of . due 10 
God, and ſeveral Ways 4 2b. 


W Hat is the ſixth Duty we owe to God ? 
A. Heilt 

Q. What is Humility in reſpect of God? 

A. Such a Senſe of our own Meanneſs and 
his Excellency, as may work in us _— and 
unfeigned Submiſſion to him. 

Q. To what muſt we ſubmit ? - 

A. To his Will, and to his Wiſdom. 

Q. How muſt we ſubmit to his Will? 

A. By Obedience and Patience. 
Q. What is the Submiſſion of Obedience? 


God has made known to be his Pleaſure. 

Q. How does Humility contribute to this Sub- 
miſſion? 

A. By perſuading us that God is infinite ly 
. above us, and that we are Vileneſs, and no- 
. thing in compariſon of him. 
} Q. What is the Submiſſion of Patience ? 
A. A willing and quiet, a thankful and 
| fruitful, yielding to whatever Afflictions it 
pleaſes God to lay upon us, either by him- 
lelf or others. 
3 Q- How muſt we ſubmit to his Wiſdom ? N 


A. Chearfully and readily to per form what 


4 0 


| C33] 
A By acknowledging whatever he doth is 


beſt and fitteſt to be done, and by believing 


what he commands, either to be believed or 
to be done. 

Q. What is the ſeventh Duty we owe to _ 

A. Honour. 

Q. What is this Honour ? 

A. The paying him fuch a Reverence and 
Reſpect as is due to ſo great a Majeſty. 

Q. How muſt this Reſpect be paid? 

A. Inwardly and outwardly. 

Q: What is the inward Reſhelt ? 

A. The having always the higheſt and 
moſt excellent Eſteem of him. 

Q. What is the outward Re ſpect? 

A. The ſhewing forth that inward Re- 
ſpect by our Actions; and efteeming ai] 
things that nearly belong to him. 

Q. How is the inward. Reſpect t to be ſhe wel 
by our Actions? 

. being careful not to do any unwor- 
thy thing in God's Sight. 
Q. How are we fart her to honour God? 

A. By a due Eſtimation of thoſe things 
that nearly relate to him. 

Q. What are thoſe things which we are to 
eſteem, becauſe nearly relating to God ? 

A. His Houſe, his Revenue, his Day, his 
Word, his Sacraments, his Name. 

Q. How is bs Houſe, which 1s the Church, te 
ve honoured ? 


A. As holy by its Uſe tho” not in it ſelf, 
.-D and 
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and. therefore not to be profaned by employ- 
ing it to Uſes of our own, and hence ſhutting 
our all worldly and wicked Thoughts when 
we reſort thither. c 

Q What is God's Revenue, or peculiar Poſ- 
ſeſſun? 

A. That which is ſet apart for thoſe that 
attend his Service; as for the Prieſts under the 
Law, and the Miniſters under the Goſpel. 

Q. How is this Revenue to be honoured ? 

A. By not turning it to any other Uſe. 

Q. What is the Sin of employing it to any other uſe ? 
A. Sacrilege ; which is a robbing God, 
whoſe Service this was given to maintain. 

Q. What is the uſual Puniſhnent of this Sin? 

A. It becomes a Canker in the Eſtate, 
which eats out even that which we had a 
juſt Title to. 

Q. What are the Times ſet apart for God's 
Service? | 

A. The Lord's Day, and the Feaſts and 
Faſts of the Church. 

Q. How are theſe Times thus ſet apart for his 
Service to be honoured ? 

A. By employing them in the publick and 
private Worſhip and Service of God; and 
tor that ' purpoſe reſting from the Works of 
our Calling, and religiouſly applying our 
ſelves to thoſe Duties which belong in general 
to them all, and likewiſe to thoſe which are 
peculiar to any of them, whether Praiſes and 
Thank fgiving, or afflicking our Souls, and be- 
wailing our Sius. 01 Q. How 
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Q How is God's Word, contain d in the Old 
and New Teſtament to be honoured ! 

A. By reading it, with Attention and De- 
votion ; and framing our Practice by the Be- 
lief and Rule of it. 

Q. What other Proviſion has God made for 
14 be ſid es bis written Word? 

A. The Aſſiſtance of his Miniſters, 

Q What is their Office towards us? 

A. To teach us God's Will by explaining 
it, and making it eaſier to our Underſtanding, 
and applying it to our particular Occaſions, 
aud exhorting us to the Practice of it; 
which is the End of row Catechiſing and 
Preaching. 

Q. What Reſpect are we to bear to theſe a. 
| viſters | ? bs 4 

4. To hear them with Diligence, and 
carefully to practiſe their Inſtructions. 

Q. Auſt we pay this Keſpekt to all that are 
called Preachers? 

A. No; only to ſuch who have a lawful 
Calling to "the Office, and who frame their 
Doctrine according to the right Rule, the 
written Word of God. 

Q How many Sacraments are inſt. tured in 

God's Church? 

A. Two; Baptiſm, and the Lord's Suppen 

Q. How are they to be honoured? 

A. By our high Eſteem and reverent vis 
of them. 

Q How muſt we eſteem them | 
3 2 ft; Ae 
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A As the Inſtruments of bringing us to 
the greateſt Bleſſings we can receive. 

Q. How muſt we ſhew our Reverence in the 
Uſaze to them ? 

A. Both before, at, and after the time of 
receiving of them. 

Q. What gives us a Right to Baptiſm in our 
Infancy? 1 
A. The being born of Chriſtian Parents. 

Q. How muſt we make Arenas for our Inabi- 
lity at Bajtiſm? - 

A. By more diligently performing the af- 
ter Duties, 

Q. What are they? 

A. Firſt, to forſake the Devil and all his 
Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this 
wicked World, andall the ſinful Luſts of the 
Fleſh. 

Q. What 5s meant by renouncing the Devil? 

A. A Renunciation of the Worſhip of fal ie 
Gods, of practiſing Witchcraft our ſeives, 
Or conſulting them that do. | 

Q. What is meant by the Works of the Devil 
which you renounce 

A. All thoſe Works the Devil tempts us 
to, particularly thoſe Sins that have moſt of 
his Image, as Pride, Lying, and tempting 
others to Sin. 

Q. What is meant by the Pomps and V anitics 
of this wicked World ? | 

A. All Exceſs either in Diet, Sports, or 
Apparel; or ſetting our Hearts upon the 

Wealth 
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Wealth or Greatneſs of the World; or con- 


forming our ſelves to its wicked Companies 
and Cuſtoms; it extended in the Primitive 
Times to thoſe Pomps the Heathens uſed in 
their unlawful Sports. 

Q. What is meant by all rhe fe ful Laſts of the 


A. All thoſe irregular Deſires 1 Works 
which proceed from that diſordered Fountain, 
and are reckoned up, Gal. v. 1 9, 20, 21. 

Q. What is the ſecond Duty in the Fow of 
Baptiſm 7 

A. To believe all the Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian Faich. 

Q. Where are they ſummed up ? 

A. In the Apoſtles Creed. 

Q. What mean you by believing them? 

A. Conſenting to the Truth of them, and 
living like them that do believe. 

Q. What is the third Duty in the Vow of 
Baptiſm | ? 

A. To keep God's holy Will and Com-- 
mts and to walk in the fame all the 
Days of our Lives. 

Q. What mean you by keeping God's þoly Will 
aud Commandments ? &c. 

A. Doing all thoſe things he has declared. 
neceſſary for us to perform. 

Q. How muſt this Obedience be qualified * - 

A. With an Univerſality in reſpect of all 
God's. Commands; and with Perſeverance, , 


perliſting 1 in them to the end of our Days. 
D 3 Q. What 
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Q. What Obligations have we to keep this Bap- 
tiſmal Vow? | 
A. Thole of Juſtice and Intereſt. 
Q How are you obliged by Juſtice ? 
A. Becauſe Juſtice requires of every Man 
the keeping of his Promiſe, and the Baptiſ- 
mal Vow is a Promiſe made to God, and ſo the 
moſt ſolemn and binding of all Promiſes. 

Q. How are you obliged by Intereſt ? 
A. Becaule all the precious Benefits and 
Advantages God has promiſed, depend upon 
our performing our Part of the Covenant. 


Q. What is a good Means which conduces to the 
keeping this Vow. 5 


SY 


A. Often to repeat the ſeyeral Branches of 
it, that we may have them ready in our Minds 
to ſet againſt all Temptations. 


6 


3 
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Of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and of 
the Duties before, at, and aſter Receiving: 


Q. Hat is the ſecond Sacrament ? 

A. The Lord's Supper. 

Q. How muſt we ſhew our Reverence towards it ? 
A. Both before, at, and after receiving it. 


Q. What Duty muſs be performed before re- 


ceiving it? 
A. Examination. | 
Q. What is our chief Buſmeſs at the Sacrament ? 


A. To renew the Covenant made with God 
in our Baptiſm. * 


—— — 


— 


(6129 

Q. What 15 the fff thing 9 N examine 
your ſelf about 
A. The Nature of that Covenant. 

Q. What is the Covenant made with each of 1 US 
in Baptiſm? . 

A. The applying t to our Particulars the Co- 
venant made by God in Chriſt with all Man- 
kind in general. 

Q.: How ſhall we come to the Knowledge of it? 

A. By conſidering what has been briefly ſaid 

in the Preface of this Treatiſe concerning it. 

Q. What maſt we do if we have approach'd. ths 
Sacrament in utter Inorance? 

A. Bewail our to doing, and haſten to gain 
this Knowledge, that we may be better fitted 
for it for the time to come. 

Q.: What is the ſecond Part of our Examina on! ? 

A. The Breaches of that Covenant in 
Thought, Word, and Deed. 

Q. MWyy is this Suech neceſſary? 

A. In order to the confefling and forliking 
our Sins. 

Q. Is it enough to _ into the ſeveral ſorts 
of our Sins? 

A. No; we muſt conſider alſo the Cireum- 
ſtances that encreaſe them 

Q.: What is the firft Aggravation of any Sin ? 

A. When'tis committed againſt Knowledge. 

Q.: What is the ſecond Aggravation ? 

A. When 'tis committed with Deliberation. 

Q What is the third Aggravation of any Sin? 

A. When tis committed againſt the Checks 
of our own Conſcience. Q. What 
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Q. What is the fourth Aggravation f 
A. When the fame Sin is often repeated. 
Q. What is the fifth Ag gravation of any Sin! * 
A. When committed after ſolemn Vows of 
Amendment. | - 
Qt. What is the ſixth Ag gravation : * 
A. A Cuſtom and Habit of Sin, eſpecially 
i we have no Senſe of it, and perſiſt in it 


againſt extraordinary Means uſed by God to 


reform us, as Sickneſs and Afflictions, and 
againſt the Reproof of his Minifters, and take 
Pleaſure in others that commit it. 

Q. What is the Deſugn of this ſecond part of 
our Examination? 

A. To work in us Humiliation, Contrition, 
Confelt on, and Faith. 

Q. I, "YM is Humiliation ? 

A. Such a Sight and Senſe of our Sins, as 
to make us-ſenſible of our Danger, and to ab- 
hor our Baſenets and Ingratitude againſt ſo 
good a God. 

Q. What is Contrition ? 

A. A Grief for having offended God, tho 
there were no Puniſhments to fall upon our 
ſelves. 

Mat is the beſt way to excite this Sorrom 


mus: 


A. By ſtirring up our Love of God in re- 
peating to our ſelves the many gracious Acts 
of his Mercy towards us, particularly that 
of not cutting us off in our Sins; to which 


we muſt add our nen Prayers to God, 
| thas 
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that he would be pleated to ſhew us our Sins 
and ſoften our Hearts. 

Q. What is Confeſſion ? 

A. A declaring before God all thoſe par- 
ticular Sins we find our ſelves guilty of, with 
all their aggravating Circumſtances. 

Q. What is the Faith here deſign'd to be 
wroug ht in us ? 

A. A firm Belief that God will pardon our 
Sins for Chriſt's ſake; if we perform our Part 
in forſaking them, and in obeying his Com- 
mands for the future. 

Q. What is the third Part of ow Examination? 

A. Concerning our Reſolutions to e 
that Covenant. 

Q. How are our Reſolutions to be tried? 

A. By their Univerſality, reſpeCting : allthe 
Particulars of our Duty; by their Sincerity ; 
by the Ule of thoſe Means which may aſſiſt us 
in performing them; and hy putting ems in 
preſent Execution. 

Q. IWhat are thoſe things os muſt be 15 in 
preſent Execution before we approach the bleſſed 
Sacrament ? 

A. An aftual caſting off every Sin, by Wil 
drawing all Degrees of Love and Alfection 
from it; and putting our Souls into ſuch a 
Heavenly and Chriſtian Temper as may make 
them acceptable in God's Sight. 

Q: What Way muſt we tale ta put our Souls 
into 4 heavenly Aer 1 

A. By retiring, to quicken our Graces and 
raiſe our Devotion. Q. How 
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Q. How muſt we quicken our Graces? 


A. By meditating on all thoſe ſeveral Ob- 


jects which are proper tO that purpoſe 5 AS Our 


Humility by conſidering our Sins; our Faith 


by reflecting on God's Promiſes; our Love 
by contemplating his great Mercies; eſpeci- 
ally thoſe we are about to commemorate ; 
and our Charity to our Neighbour by conſt» 


dering the Example of his Suffering for us 


when we were his Enemies. 
Q. What muſt we do if we have injured any 
Perſon ? | Sa Fai | | 
A. Seek Forgiveneſs, by acknowledging our 
Fault, and making Reſtitution to the utmoſt of 
our Power, before we approach God's Altar: 
Q. How muſt we raiſe our Devotion? 
A. By baniſhing all worldly Affairs, and lay- 
ing aſide all thoughts of them, they being clogs 


to our Souls; and by a ſpecial exerciſe of Pray- 


er, wherein we muſt be frequent and earneſt. 
Q. Wherein appears the neceſſity of putting our 
Souls into this heavenly Temper ? 1 12 

A. Becauſe tis the Wedding- garment, v ith- 
out which whoſoever comes is like to have 
the Entertainment mentioned in the Parable, 
of being caſt into utter Darkneſs, where is 
weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. 

Q. If a Man cannot ſatisfy himſelf of his Sin- 
cerity, and ſo doubts whether he ought to come to 
the Sacrament or no, what ought he to do? 

A. He ought to ask Advice of a Spiritual 
Guide, who. when our Caſe is diſcovered is 


able 
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able to make the trueſt Judgment of us. 

Q. Why ought we not to be * of diſco- 
ver ing the Blemiſhes of our Souls? 
A. Becauſe if we chuſe, as I ſuppoſe we 
ſhould, a wiſe Perſon, he will keep the Secret, 
| whereby we avoid publick Shame; and if he 
be a godly Man, he will think the better of 
us for being ſo defirous to be reconciled to 
God; yet notwithſtanding if there were 
Shame in it, *tis not to be deſpiſed, when it 

may be a means of our Cure. 

Q. To what ſort of Perfons might this Advice 
be uſeful beſides the doubtful ? 

A. To thoſe whoſe Confidence is their Piſ- 

eaſe, who preſume very groundleſsly of the 

Goodneſs of their Condition. 

Q. What muſt be done at the time of receiving ? ? 

A. Humble thy ſelf in an unfeigned Ac- 
knowledgment of thy great Unworthinels to 
be admitted there, by reaſon of thy Sins, and 
meditate on the Sufferings of Chriſt. | 
Q What Graces ſhould we chiefly exerciſe, by 
conſidering Chriſt's Suffering s * E 

A. Sorrow for Sin, Faith, Thankfulneſs, 
and Love. 

Q. How do the ary of Core meditated 
on, excite our Sorrow for Sin? | 

A. Becauſe Chriſt underwent thoſe Suffer- 
ings as a Puniſhment due to our Sins. 

Q. How doth rhe Conſt ideration of Chriſt's Suffer- 
ings excite our Faith ? | 

"» By aſſuring us that thro the Merit of that 
Sacriice God will accept of us. S2 
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Q. How doth the Conſideration of Chriſt's Su/- 
ferings excite our Thankfulneſs ? « 

A. By repreſenting all thoſe Pains and A- 
gonies as ſuttered to keep us from periſhing. 

Q. How doth the Conſideration of Chriſt” s Suf- 
 ferings excite our Love? | 

A. By informing us how that bitter and 
Mameful Death was endured for us when we 
were his utter Enemies. | 

Q. What ought we to remember when we re- 
ceive the conſecrated Bread and Wine? 

A. That God offers ms all the Benefits of 
the New Covenaut, to wit, pardon of Sins, 
ſanctify ing Grace, and a Title to an eternal 
Inheritance, provided we perform our Part 
of the Covenant. 

Q. What is to be done after Receiving ? 

A. We muſt offer up our devouteſt Praiſes 
to God for the Mercies convey'd tous by that 
Sacrament, and beg his continu'd Afiſtance to 
make good our Reſolutions, and to keep us 
from that wherein lies our greateſt Danger. 
Qt. What is the Danger of breaking our Reſo- 
lutions ? 5 | 

A. The making God and our own Con- 
ſcience our Enemies; and a fearful Expecta- 
tion of Wrath. 5 

Q: What is the beſt means of performing theſe 
Reſolutions ? 5 

A. To omit no fit Opportunity of receiving 
that Sacrament which was inſtituted for this 
very End and Purpoſe. 

CHAP. 


1 
CHAP. IV. 


Honour due to God's Name, Sins againſt 
it, Blaſphemy, Oaths and the Nature 
of them. 5 . 


WW Hat is the ſixth thing that relatesto God? 
A. His Name. WED 
Q.: How is his Name to be honoured ? 

A. Chiefly by avoiding all thoſe ways that 
diſhonour it. 

Q. What is the firſt thing, whereby God's Name 
#s diſhonoured? | 

A. Blaſphemy : which is a ſpeaking ot 
thinking any evil thing of God. 

Qi: Is there any other ſort of Blaſphemy ? 

A. Yes; that of the Actions, when Men 
that profeſs themſelves God's Servants, live ſo 
wickedly as to make his Name evil ſpoken of. 

Q. What is the ſecond thins whereby God's 
Name is d:ſhonoured ? 

A. By Swearing ; which is either by falſe 

Oaths, or by light and raſh ones. 

Q. How many kind of Oaths are there? 

A. Two; Aſſertory Oaths, whereby I at- 
firm any thing to be true; Promiſſory Oaths, 
whereby I promiſe any thing upon Oath, 

Q: When is an aſſertory Oath a falſe Oath ? 

A. Whenl know there is not perfect Truth 
in what I ſay, and when, though I doubt of 
the Truth, yet affirm it upon Oath. 

Q. When is @ promiſſory Oath a falſe Oath ? 

5 10 8 E. Vher 
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A. When in the taking it, I have no pur- 
pole to make it good; or take it in a Senſe 
different from that wherein he to whom | pro- 
miſe underſtaſids it, or it afterwards J 387 not 
per form it. 

Q. What is this Sin EL) 2 

A. Perjury ; wHich is taking a falſe Oath. 

Q.: How is God diſhonoured by Perjury ? | 

A. By ſuppolig he knows not whether we 
ſay true or not; or elſe that he is willing to 
countenance our Lies. 

Q: How does the Heinouſneſs of this Sin farther 
appear? 

A. By the Puniſhment annexed to it in the 
third Commandment, that God will not hold 
him guiltleſs that taketh his Name in vain. - 

Q. What are vain ard light Oaths? 

A. Such as are uſed in common Diſcourſe. 

Q. How appears the Heinouſneſs of this Sin ? 


A. By being a direct Breach of the Precept 


of-Chriſt, Mat. v. 24. by implying amean and 
low Eſteem of God, and by leading to Perjury. 


Q. How does hi; Sin imply a low and mean 


Eſtecm of God? 
A. By calling him to judge in ſuch childiſh, 
and vain things, as Men uſually ſwear to. 
Q. How does it lead to Perjury ? 
A. By making Oaths familiar to People, fo 
that the will be likely to take the dreadfuleſt 
Oath without Conſideration, and in all pro- 
bability do oft-times actually forſwear them» 
lelves in thoſe ſudden Oaths. 
Q. How 
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Q. How is the Guilt of this Sin enhanc d? 

A. In that it has no Temptation of Pleaſure 
or Profit, Men even thereby loſing what they 
chiefly aim at, which is to be believed. 

Nhat Ale ans may be uſed to overcome this 
fffal Habit, or to preſerve one from it? 

A. Firſt, a thorow Conſideration of the 
Guilt and Danger of it: 2. Such an exact truth 
in all our words that we may never have oc- 
caſion for an Oath, to make it more credible: 

3. Avoiding all occaſions that lead to it, as 


Drinking, Anger, Company, and ill Example : 


4. Accuſtoming our ſelves to fuch a Reverence 
of God as never to mention his Name, with- 
out lifting up our Hearts to him; to thete 
Means add, Sthiy, Watchfulneſs ; and laſtly 
Prayer to God againſt it. 

Q. Upon what muſt this * thoſe Ways 
that diſhonour God be founded? 

A. Upon an awful Reſpect and Reverence 
to that ſacred Name, which is great; wonder- 
ful and holy. 
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Worſhip due to Cod, Prayer, public and 


private, Repentance, Faſting. 


Q. \ V Hat is the eighth Duty we owe to God? 
A. Worſhip. , 


Q How is this 1 to be per form d? 
A. With 


Cas) 
A. With our Souls and with our Bodies. 
O. What is the Soul's Part? 
A. Prayer. 
. What is Prayer? 
- A 3 to God. 
Q. Huw many Parts are there in Prayer? 
A. Five. 
O. Which is the firſt? 


A. A Confeſſion, that is either a general or 


à more particular acknowledging our Sins be- 
fore God, the former of which is a neceſſary 
part of al! our ſolemn Prayers, the latter is 
moſt proper in our private Prayers only. 

Q. What is the Intent of Confeſſion ? 

A. Not to inſtruct God but to humble our 
felves; which muft always go along with it, 
to make it effectual. - 

O. What is the ſecond Part of Prayer ? 

A. Petition, that is, the begging of God 
whatſoever we want for our Souls and Bodies. 

Q. What muſt we beg for our Souls? 

A. Pardon of Sins for the ſake of Chriſt, 
and Grace and Aſſiſtance to forſake them, and 
to walk in all Virtues, as Faith, Love, Zeal, 
Purity, eſpecially thoſe thou moſt wanteſt. 


Q. How muſt we pray for theſe Neceſſities of 


our Soul? 

A. With Earneſtneſs and Importunity, 
which may admit of no Denial. 

Q. What muſt we beg for our Bodies: 

A. Such Neceſſaries of Life as are needful 
. for us, while we live here: 


D. How 


N E 

O. How muſt we pray for theſe Neceſſities of 
our Bodies? 

A. With an entire Submiſſion to his Wil- 
dom, who ſees what is beſt for us. 

O. What is the third Part of Prayer? | 
A. Deprecation, that is, when we pray to 
God to turn away ſome Evil from us. 
D. What are the Evils we muſt pray againſt ? © 

A. The Evil of Sin, eſpecially when we” 
are moſt in Danger of falling into it; and the 
Evil of Puniſhment; ſuch principally as is 
Spiritual, as the Anger of God, the with- 
drawing his Grace, and eternal Damnation. 

O. What is the fourth Part of Trager? 

A. Interceſſion; that is, praying for others. 

Jo whom muſt our Interceſſion extend? 

A. To the Neceſlities of all Mankind, 
more particularly we muft pray for our Go- 
verngrs, in Church and State, for our Relati- 
ons, for our afflicted Brethren, and even for 
thoſe that have injured us. 5 

2. What is the fifth Part of Prayer ? 

A. Thankſgiving ;, that is, Bleſſing and Prai-- 
ling God, for all his Mercies both Spiritual“ 
and Temporal to us.and all Mankind. £ 

Q. What is neceſſary to this purpoſe ? 

A. To have a Catalogue of the Mercies we 
have received in the ſeveral Paſſages of our 
Lives, that we may often repeat them. 
hen are all theſe Parts of Prayer to 
be uſed? f 

A. Both publickly and privately. 

3 Q. Whats 
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. What is publick Prager? 
A joining in thoſe Prayers wherein 
de are in Communion concerned. 
Q. How many ſorts of publick Prayer are there? 

A. Two; that in the Church, and that in 
the Family. 

Are we bound to attend. the publick Pray- 

ers of the Church ? 
Ai. Yes, upon all Occaſior's. except ſome 
neceſſary Cauſe hinders, there being an eſpe- 


cial Bleilinz promi ſed to the joint Requeſts of 


” Faithful. 


. Woaat is that publick Pray er, which is practi- 
(dF in a Fam ly? 


A. Where the Members of the ſame Fami- 


ly join in their common Supplications. 


O. Is every Mafier of a Family 1 0 to have 
ſuch Prayers ? 


A. Yes; it being as much his Duty to pro- 
vide for the Souls of his Children and Ser- 


Vants, as tis to provide Food for their Bodies. 


O. What is private Prayer 7 
A. That which 1s uſed by a Man alone, 


wherein we are to be more particular, accords 


3ng to our particular Needs. 


O. Will not the Performance of publick Prayer 
excuſe private Prayer? 


A. No, becauſe they are both required ; 


praying to our Father in ſecret, being com- 


manded by our Saviour, from whom we muſt 


expect our Reward ; and not from the Praiſes 
of Men. 


2. How 
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2 How often muſt it be per formed 
A. That muſt be judged by the Buſineſs and 


1 Ke Men have, by none ſeldomer than 


Morning and Evening; by Buſineſs is not 


meant what Men make unprofitably to them 


ſelves, but that of a Man's neceſſary Calling. 
2. What ought to engage us to a Frequency in 


chi; Duty v 


A. The Advantages of it. 
O. What are thoſe Advantages T 
A. Tis honourable for poor Worms of the 


Hard. to be allowed to ſpeak ſo freely to 


the Majeſty of Heaven : *Tis greatly bene- 
ficial, it being the Inſtrument of fetching down 
all good things to us, both Temporal and Spi- 
ritual. Tis pleaſant, lince the nearer we ap- 


proach to God, the nearer we approach to the 


greateſt Happineſs. 

NQ. Whence proceeds it, that Men often Bj 
ſo little Pleaſure in this Duty ? LY 

A. Partly from the Carnality of their 


Hearts which are fet on the Pleaſures of the 


Fleſh, or the Droſs of the World, from 


which they muſt be purged, before they can 
take Delight i in this Duty which is Spiritual 
and partly for want of Uſe, there being many 
things which ſeem uneaſy "at the firſt Tryal 


which upon Cuſtom become delightful. 
. How are our Prayers to be qualified that 
they may be eſfectual? 
A. We muſt ask nothing that 1s unlawful, 
and be ſure to beg with Faith, Humility and 
Attention. 2: How 


*# 
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O. Flow muſt we Arm our ſelves againſt 
V aaderings ? | 
A. We muſt poſſeſs our Hearts with the 
Greatneſs of God's Majeſty and our own Ne- 
ceſſities; we muſt be watchful over our ſelves, 
and beg God's Aid in this Particular. 
©. What other Qualifications ought our Prayers 
to haue? | | a 
A. Zeal, whereby we put fourth all the 
Affection and Devotion of our Souls; Purity, 
whereby we purge our Hearts from all Affecti- 
on to Sin, and a right Intention, as to the 
Prayer it ſelf, and the thing we pray for. 
©. What muſt we intend as to the Prayer it ſelf? 
A. It muſt be performed, as an Ack of 
Worihip to God, as an Acknowledgment of 
his infinite Per fections, and to gain a Supply 
of our own and others Needs. 
O. When are we defettive in our Intention, as 
to the Prayer it ſelf? 1 
A. When we pray to gain the Praiſe of De- 
votion among Men, or for Fafhion's ſake to do 
as others do. | 
N. What muſt we intend as to the Thing we 
pray for ? 
A. God's glory and our own and others Sal- 
vation, and all other things as they tend to theſe. 
O. When are we defective in our Intentions as to 
the thing we pray for ? 
A. When we have any ill Aims, and ask to 
conlume it upon our Luſts; as Wealth to live 
in Riot, and Power to be able to do Miſchief. 
2 Q. What 
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2. What i LS the Body Part in G oo N ay 

. Such reverent Geſtures as may expreſs 
inward Reverence of our Souls. 

Q. What is the ninth Duty we owe to God? 

A. Repentance, which is nothing. but a turn- 

ing trom Sin to God. 

. When is it to be performed? 

Þ Daily, but particularly before the Lord's 
Supper, in times of Aittiction, and at the ap- 
proach of Death. | 
O. Is the Death-Bed 4 pres Sohn for Re- 
pentance? 

A. Tis a very fit time to renew our Re- 
pentance, but not proper to begin it; being a 
deſperate Madneſs to defer it till then. 

Q. What is the Danger of deſerring it till our 

Death» Bed? 
A. The Uncertainty of having either Lei- 
ſure, Grace, or Power to per form it, and the 
great Difficulty of its being ſincere. | 

. Whence may proceed our want of Power ? 

2 From the long Habit we have contract- 
ed in ſinning, and from thoſe bodily Pains: 
which poſſibly may then diſtract us. 

Q. What is proper to be annexed to this Duty of 
Repentance? 

A. Faſting. 

O. Why ! 

A. nal they are uſually joined together 
in holy Scripture. 

Q. What are the Advantages of Faſting ? 

F I: kindles our Zeal and. carries in it 

ſome- 
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fomewhat of Revenge upon the Exceſſes of 
our Body. 

Q. Can we make any Sariefalton for our Sins by 

ſuch Performance ? . 

A. No; though ſuch Revenges upon our 
ſelves are acceptable to God, yet nothing but 
the Blood of Chriſt can wake Satisfaction for 


our Sins. 

Q. How often muſt this Duty of Faſting be 
performed? 

A. That muſt be judged by Men's Piety, 
py their Health, and other Circumſtances; 
certainly the oftner the better; and perhaps 
Faſting may give ſome People of Buſineſs an 
Opportunity for Humiliation which they 
would not otherways have. | 

Q What's the ſecond Branch of our Duty toGod? 

A. The having no other beſides him, 

Q. What is hereby forbidden? 

I Heatheniſh Idolatry, or Worſhip- 
ping of idols; and the paying divine Worſhip 
to any Creature, Saint, or Angel, or the 
Image of Chriſt himſelt. 

Q. How is this a Tranſgreſſion againſt the Iecond 
Branch of our Duty to God? 

A. Becauſe tis imparting that to a Creature 
which is due only to God. 

Q. Is there any ot her Idolatry forbidden ? 

A. Yes, that of the Heart, when we love, 
fear, truſt, or the like, in any Creature more 
than we do in God, which is ſetting up thar 


CG Creature, whatſoever it be, for our God.. 
CHAP. 
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CH AP. II. | 
Duty to our Selves, Sobriety, Humility, Prides 
Vain glory, Meckheſs, Conſideration. 


Hat is the ſecond Head of Duty ? 
/ V 24. That to our ſelves. 

Q. How does St/ Paul ſum up this Duty ? 1 

A. lu the Word Soberly. I 

Q. What is meant bucks ? | | | 

A. Our keeping Kee thoſe due Boards 
God has ſet us, in re ſpect to our Souls, and to 
our Bodies. 

Q.: Wherein conſiſts the Sobriety of the Soul? 

A. In a right governing its Paſſions and Af- 
fections, to which many Virtues are required. 

82 17 hat is the firſt. 

A. Humility, which in reſpect of us, is ha- 
ving a mean and low Opinion of our ſelves, and 
being content that others ſhould have ſo of us. 
2. Wherein appears the abſolute Neceſſity f 
this Virtze ? 

A. By the Sin, Da: nger and Folly both of 
Pride and Vain-glory, which are the contra- 

ry Vices. 

Q. Wherein appears the Sin of pride "ip 

A. By the Puniſhment of the fallen Angels, 
and the great Hatred God bears to ir. 

Q. I herein conſiſts the Danger of Fridge? 

A. In drawing us to other Sins, as Anger, 


Strife, &c. and making them iucurable iu us, 
and 


* 
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and what is more, betraying us to Puniſhment. 
Q. Wherein appears the Folly of Pride ? 
A. By conſidering the three Things where- 


of Men are proud, the Goods of Nature, of 
Fortune, and of Grace. 


Q. What are the Goods of Nature? - 
A. Beauty, Strength, Wit, Cc. 
IN herein appears the Folly of being proud 


them ? 


A. Becauſe if we really have them, which 
we are apt often to miſtake, they are poſſeſ- 
ſed, moſt of them, by other Creatures in a 
greater Degree; they are not at all durable, a 
Phrenſie, Sickneſs, or old Age, certainly de- 
ſtroy them. And whatever they are, we give 
them not to our ſelves. 

Q: What are the Gocds of Fortune? 

A. Wealth, Honour, Cc. 

Q. Wherein ques the Folly of being prond 

of them? 

A. Becauſe they add no true Worth to a 
Man, and are in their Nature periſhable; be- 
ſides, we have them but as Stewards; and 
4 they are not owing to ourſelves, for if they 
If 2 are lawfully got) tis God's Bleſſing, if unlaw- 
| fully, we have them on ſuch Terms, that we 
bave no reaſon to brag of them. 

Q. What are the Goods of Grace? | 
A. Thoſe Virtues Men are endow'd with, 
Q. Wherein appears the Folly of being proud 

of them ? 
A. Becauſe though they axe things in them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves valuable, yet they are God's immediate 

Work in us, and to be proud of them is the 

ſureſt way to loſe them, and we ſhall be eter- 
nally puniſhed for ſo doing. 

Q. What are. the beſt Means to obtain this - 
* of Humility? ?? 

A. Often to conſider the Sin, Danger, and 

Folly of Pride; and to reſiſt the Beginnings. 


of it; to compare our ſelves with the Wiſe 


and Godly, rather than with the Fooliſh and 


Wicked; and to be earneſt with God in 


Prayer, that he would be pleaſed to make 
us poor in Spirit. 

Q. What is the ſecond Vice contraryto Humilit 

A. Vain glory; which is a great Thirſt a a 


the Praiſe of Men. 


Q. Wherein appears the Sin of V, ain-glory 3 ? 

A. By thoſe Words of our Saviour, How 
can you believe that receive Honour one of another f 
Q. Wherein appears the Danger of this Sin? 

A. It keeps Chriſt out of the Heart, and 
betrays Men to the greateſt Sins, when they 
come to be in Faſhion. 

Q. Wherein appears the Folly of this Sin? 

A. In that it is not only gainleſs, but pain- 
ful and uneaſy ; a Man being obliged to enſlave 
himſelf to every one that has a Tongue to 
commend him. *Tis hurtful by deſtroying all 


the Fruit of our beſt Actions, and even in in- 


different Actions diſappointing Men of what 
they aim at, which is the Praiſe of Men. 
Q W bat are the Op againſt this Vice ? 
A. Often 
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A. Often to confider the Sin, Danger, and 
Folly of it; narrowly to watch over our 
ſelves, to aim at pleaſing God. Not to be 
overjoyed at the Praiſe of Men, nor think our 
ſelves the better for it. And let Prayers aſſiſt 
us to fight againſt this Corruption. 

Q. I har 7; 

Sobriety of the Soul? 
A. "Meckneſe: which is a Calmneſs and 


Quietneſs of Spirit, contrary to the Rage and 


Impatiencies of Anger. 

Q How does it become 4 Duty to our ſelves ? ? 

A. By the great OOO we reap by it. 

Q. What are thoſe? 

A. It gives us a true Enjoyment of the 
things of this World; it make us reſemble 

Chriſt, who calls upon us to learn of him to 
be meek and lowly in Heart. It gives us the 
Conqueſt of our Paſſions, which is the nobleſt 
Victory, and makes us behave our ſelves like 
Men; tis the Sobriety of the Mind, and makes 
any Condition tolerable and eaſie to be born. 


Q. What are the Means of obtaining this Virtue? 


A. Deeply to imprint the Lovelineſs of it 
upon our Minds, with the Uglineſs of Anger; 
to ſet before us the Example of Chriſt. To 
be watchful over the firſt Beginnings of Anger. 
And to remember the great nn we 
have all deſerved by our Sins. 

Q. What is the third Virtue, neceſſary to the 
right governing the Soul? 

A. Conſideration, which is either of our 
State towards God, or our Actions. Q. 


the ſecond Fin irtue neceſſary to the 
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Q. Hom muſt we conſider our State towards Goa? 


A. By examining the Condition we ſtand in 
towards God; whether we can reaſonably 


conclude our ue in his Favour. 


. What. are the cafe ie Rules Men examine 


| themſelves by? 


A. Whether they believe Cbriſt died for 
their Sins, whether they are of the Number of 
the Elect, and ſhall certainly be ſaved, &c. 

Q. What are the ſafe ones to try our ſelves by ? 

A. Thoſe God has given us in his Word _ 
which we mall be try'd at the lait _ 

Q.: .What is the Sum of theme: 

A. That whoever continues in any one > will- 
ful Sin is not in his Favour, neither can be 
hope for Mercy if he ſo die. 

Q. W herein appears the e 15 the Conſt 
deration of our Eftate ? 

A. From the great Uncertainty we! hade of 


aur Lives; and the great Ruin this Negle't 
has brought to many Souls, either by a partial 
Uſe or a total Omiſſion of it. 


. How muſt ws conſider our Act ions: ? 
A. Both before and after the doing of them. 

4 What moſt we conſider before an Abt ian? 

A. Whether it is lawful to be done. 

Q. What muſt we conſider after an Action? 

A. Whether it has been ſuch as is allowable 
* the Laws of Chriſt, 

Q: Wherein appears the Neceſſity of this Practict? 
A. Becauſe if our Actions have been good 
this Recollection * us to the Comfort of a 
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good Conſcience; and ſtirs us up to Thankful- 
neſs to God; if they have been bad, tis ne- 
ceſſary in order to our Amendment. i 

Q. I this Duty often to be performed ? 

A. Yes, if poſſible every Night, in order to 
renew our Repentance; to ſettle our Re ſolu- 
tion; and to prevent the Growth of il Habits. 
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CHAP. VII. 


| Emtentedneſs ; its contrary Vices : Dixles whith 
concern our Bodies: ; Chaſtity, Temperance: 


e.) Hat is the PINE Virtue neceſſary to the 
right Government of the Soul ? 

| 4 Contentedneſs 5 whereby we are plea ſed 
with that Condition God has placed us in! 
Q. Whereby appears the Excellency of this Firtuc? 
A. By the r it has to many Srent 
and painful Vices. 5 
Q.: What is the firſt Vice tis contrary to? 

A. All Murmuring in general; which is 
hateful to God, and uneaſy to a Mar 85 ſelf. 

Q. What is the ſecond Vice "tis contrary to? 

A. Ambition; which makes a Man always 
diſlike his preſent Condition and ſeek an high- 
er; tho it be by committing the greateſt Sins, 
as Lying, Perjury, Murder, when they ſeem 
to tend to his Advancement; the Multitude 

of Fears and | Jealouſtes: that accom pany it, 
make it very uneaſy. 


Q. What 


R . * 
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Q. What is the third Vice tis contrdryto? _ 

A., Covetouſneſs ; which, as common Expe- 
rience ſhews, makes a Man think he never has 
enough. | 

Q: Wherein appears the Heinouſneſs of this Sin? 

A. In that tis contrary to the Foundation 
of a good Life; I mean thoſe three great Du- 
ties to God, our ſelves, and our Neighbours. 

Q. How is it contrary to our Duty to God? 

A. By drawing our Hearts from him, and 
making us neglect the Service we owe him. 

Q. How is it contrary to the Duty we owe 
our ſelves ? 

A. In that it makes Men negleCt the Care 
of their Souls to get Riches; and deny the 
Body thoſe neceſſary Refreſhments it wants. 

Q. "How 3s it contrary to the Duty we owe 


our Neighbours ? 


A. As it inclines us to defraud and cheat 


him to compaſs our Deſigns, and as it with- 


holds us from relieving him in his Wants and 
Q. What is the fourth Vice tis contrary to? 


A. Envy; which makes us uneaſy at our 


Neighbour's Proſperity, and conſequently 
gnaws and frets our Hearts. _—_ 
Q. What are the Helps to Contentedneſs ? 
A. To conſider whatever our Condition be 
"tis allotted us by God, and therefore beſt for 
us; and again, that all worldly things are Va- 
ntty; not to ſuffer our Fancies to run on things 
we have not; to remember how far we are 
"EY „ frem 
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from deſerving any good thing from God; 
often to think of the Joys of Heaven, and co 
pray to God to give us a contented Mind. 

Q What is the fifth Duty neceſſary to the 


right Government of the Soul ? 


. Diligence: 3 which is made K of Watch- 


fulneſs and Induſtry. 


Q. Wherein conſiſts N. avhfneſs? | 

A. in obſerving all the Dangers that tre- 
ten us. 

Q Wat are our Seals moſt in danger ſ? ? 

A. Sin. 

Q. What Sins muſt we _ watch ene! 285 

A. Thoſe which either our natural Tem- 
per, our Company, or our Courſe of Life do 
moſt incline us to, & c. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts Induſtry ? 

A. ln careful e Talents both 
natural, as Reaſon, Wit, Memory, Cc. and Di- 
vine, as Grace, which God entruſts us with. 


Q. How are our natural Talents to be improved? 
A. So as may bring moſt Slory to God and 
moſt Benefit to our Neighbour, and may fit 


us beſt to make our Accounts when God mall 
call us to a Reckoning. 

Q. How is our di vine Talent to be improved ? ? 

A. By employing it, that is, by doing thoſe 
things for the enabling of us whereunto it was 
given us.? which will make it eaſy by Cuſtom, 
and entitle us to God's Promiſe of having 
more abundantly. ' 

Q. What is the Danger of reglefting this 
Improvement ? A. The 


fide Hell, which is God's een, the 
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A. The greateſt that can befal us on this 


Grace he had entruſted ns with. 


Q. What is the firſt Virtue that reſpefts tre 1 


right Government of the Body ? 

A. Chaſtity ; which ili in a perfect ab- 
Raining from all kinds of Unclearmeſs com- 
mitted upon our ſelves or with any other, 
fave only in lawful Marriage, and in laying | 
a Reſtraint upon all the Senſes,” even our 
very Thoughts and Fancies 

Qt. Wherein appears the Lovelineſs of this Virtus? 

A. By the Miſchiefs of the contrary Sin. 

Qi. What are the M ſchiefs of Uneleanneſs ? 

A. It clouds the Underſtanding and makes 


us brutiſh. It fills the Body with many pain- 


ful Dileaſes; and is often attended with heavy 


Jjudgments from God, as upon Sodom and Go- 


morrah, upon Amnon, Zimri and cvsbi; ; beſides, 


it thats us out of the Kingdom of God, where- 


into no unclean thing can enter. 
Q: What are the chief Helps to Chaſtity ? 
A. To check the Beginnings of impure 


8 to avoid Idleneſs; never to recal with 


Delight any unclean Paſſages of thy former 


Life; to forbear light and wanton Company; 


to pray earneſtly to God with Faſting for the 
Spirit of Purity; and to uſe Marriage if other 
Remedies prove vain, this becoming a Duty to 


him that cannot live innocently without 3 it. 


Q. What is the ſecond Virtue that reſpects the | 
right” Government of the Body ? 


A. Tem- 


(4 
A. Temperance ; which is exerciſe in Eat- 


ing, Drinking, Sleep, Recreation, and Apparel. . 


hat is Temyerance in Eating? 
8 An obſerving thoſe Ends in Eating 


which God and Nature deſign d; which 


are the Being and Wellbeing = the Body. 
Q. What are the beſt Means of performing it? 
A. To confider how unreaſonable it is that 
the Body ſhould be ſubjected to the Senſe of 
Taſting ; how thort the Pleaſure is a it 
it agrees with the Temper of a 
_ whoſe Heart ſhould be ſo refined as to deſpiſe 
fuch groſs Pleaſures; and laſtly, to remember 
what eſpecial Warning Chriſt has given againſt 
it, Luke XX1. 14. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Temperance in Drinking. 


Q. Hat 5s Temper ance in Drinking? 

A. As in Eating, the obſerving 
thoſe Ends which God and Nature has deſigu- 
ed, the preſerving our Lives, and Health, 
but eſpecially our Reaſon. 

Q. Are there not many falſe Ends of. Drinking ? 
1 | 
Q. What is the firf falſe End of Drinking? 
4. Good-Fellowſhip, whereby one Man 
drinks to keep another Company. 


Q. Wherein ah the Ur eaſenalentſs of 


this Pretence? 
A. In 


iſtian, 
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A. In that it obliges us out of Complaiſance 
to others, to be very unkind to our ſelves. _ 
Q. What is the ſecond fal, ſe End of Drinking? 
4. To maintain Friendſhip and Kindneſs 
among Men. 
O. Wherein eonſs its the Unreaſonableneſs of 
2 15 Pretencte? 

A. In that it occaſions really the greateſt 
Miſchief we can do them, the impairing their 
Health, and the Loſs of their Soul, and, as 
Experience ſhews, often occaſio.s Quarrels. 
O. Wha: is the rhird falſe End of Drinking ? 2 
A. Chearing the Spirits. | 
Q. Wherein appears the Unreaſonableneſs of 


5-4 1115 Pretence? 


A. In that ſuch Mirth muſt be little worth, 
- which muſt be purchaſed. at the Loſs of out 
Reaſon. 

Q. What is the fourth fal le End of Drinking 7 

A. Putting away Cares. 
 O. Wherein conſiſts the Unreaſonableneſs of 
this Pretence? 

A. In that it drowns thoſe Checks of Con- 
ſciencegpich are of great Uſe to us, and 
pretendskgo cure thoſe worldly Cares, which 
it is the Buſinels of Reaſon and Religion to re- 
move; beſides, tis ineffectual, ſince both re- 
turn with more Force when the drunken Fit is 
over; and ifthere be any Conſcience, brings 
a new Care ariſing from the Guilt ef that Sin. 

N What is the fifth falſe End of Drinking ? 

A. Paſſing * che Time. 


QM herein 


Q. Wherein conſiſts Fe Unreaſonabl eneſs of 


this Pretence ? 

. In That cis often a very falſe Plea; and : 
at other times groſly abuſes that Leiſure, 9 
which thoꝰ it might be f. pared from our world- 
ly Affairs, yet ought to be employed in the | 
Care of Our Souls, which is a great Work. It 
is however a great Reproach to ldleneſs. b 

Q. What is the ſixth falſe End of Drinking ? 1 
A. Preventing Reproach. 4 
O. Wherein conſiſts the ee of 1 
this Pretenee? =. 
A. In that it deprives us of the Happineſs 
of bearing Reproach rather than ſinning ; and 
really expoſes us to the Contempt of good and 
wiſe Men; and to that heavy Doom pro- 
nounced by Chrift, againſt; thoſe that are a- 
thamed of him before Men. 
. What is the ſeventh falſe End of Drinking 
A The bare Pleaſure of the Drink. 
Q. Whevrein conſiſts the Unreaſonableneſs of 
this Pretence? 
A. In that Men generally are aſhamed to 
own it; and *tis a Pleaſure which brings on 
them the Loſs of their Renton, their Soul, 
and their God. 
O. What is the eighth falſe Eid of Drinking? 
A. Making of Bargains. 
O. Wherein conſiſts the Unreaſenalleneſs of 
this Pretence? 
A. In that tis founded upon a. Deſign of 


Cheating and Defrauding others; and often 
proves 


= (ap) 


proves fooliſh as well as ſinful, when he 
that drinks with that Deſign 'baving the 
weaker. Brain, is over-reach'd himſelf. 

0: nothing Drunkenneſs but what makes 
Men not able to go or ſpeak? _. 
A. Yes; all ſuch lower Degrees as make the 
Man very dull, ridiculous, or outrageous, aid 
which exceed the natural End of Drinking and 
moderate Refreſhment. 

Q. Wherein appears the great Guilt of the 
ſtrong Drinker? 
Qi. In that he abuſes God's good Creatures; 
$ waſts what is moſt precious, his Time; and 
5 brings on himſelf the Guilt of his drunken 
Company; and makes himſelf the Devil's 
Factor by endeavouring to draw his Brethren 
into Miſery. 

Q. What ought to oblige us to . this Sin? 

A. The Honour of God; the Credit of 
3 Chriſtianity 3 the Welfare of our own Souls 
| the Proſperity of the Church and Nation; - 
and even our temporal Welfare. | 

Q. From whence proceeds the Difficulty of quit- 
ting this Cuſtom? 

A. From the Cuſtom and Habit we have 
contracted. 

Q: Whence ariſes the Difficulty of breaking 
this Cuſtom ? 

A. Partly from our ſelves partly from others. 

Q How from our ſelves ! 

A. Becauſe by reaſon of the falſe Thirſt we 
have contracted, our Bodies leem tO require 

it; 
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it; and becauſe we have ſpent ſo much Time 
in it, that we know not how to employ our 


ſelves other ways. 


Q. How are theſe Difficulties to all cured? 

A. Refraining by degrees will quickly over- 
come that unnatural Thirſt 5 and ſome com- 
mendable Employment will cure the other. 

Q. How does this Difficulty ariſe from others ? 

A. From their Perſuaſion and from their 
Reproach. 

Q. How are theſe Difficulties to be cared? | 

A. By toreleeing them at a Diſtance ; and 
conſidering how much the everlaſting Kind- 
neſs of God is to be preferred to the Friend- 
ſhip of Men ; and whether the Reproach of 
wicked Men be ſo terrible as that of thy 
Conſcience, and the eternal Confuſion at the 
laſt Day. 

Q. What will make you more ſecure ? 

A. Toreje the ſirſt Occaſions of this Sin. 
and to that End openly declare thy Purpoſes 
of Sobriety, that Men may be en 
from aſſaulting thee. - 
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CHAP. IX. 


Temperance in Sleep, Miſchieſs of Sloth, Re- 
Creations, Apparel. | 


Q. ö \ Hat is Temperance in Sleeping? 
A. That moderate Degree which 


tends 
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tend to the refreſhing us and making us more 
fit for Action. 

Q To what Sins does Exceſs in Sleep betray us ? 

A. To the waſt of our Time, and to the 
filling our Bodies with Diſeaſes, and dulling 
the Faculties of the Soul; it moreover croſſes 
the End of our Creation, which was to ſerve 
God in an active Obedience. 

Q. How is this Exceſs otherwiſe hurt ful! ? 

A. It is the ſure Bane of a Man's outward 
Eſtate, according to the wiſe Man's Obſerva- 
tion; Promſineſs ſhall cover a Man with Rags, 
Prov. xxiii. 21. 

Q What 51 Temperance in Recreation? 

A. When it tends only to Refreſhment of 
the Body and Mind. 

Q. What Cautions muſt be obſerved in the Uſe 
ef Recreation? 

A. They muſt always be law ful; uſed with 
Moderation, as to the time and 'earneftneſs 
we employ about them; and deſign'd only to 
refreſh us. 

Q. What are the undue Ends of Sports? 

A. The uſing them only to paſs away our 
Time; or to promote our Covetouſneſs. 

Q. What are the Dangers of Gaming for great 
Sams of Money? 

A. A greedy Deſire of winning, which en- 
creaſes Covetouſneſs; and Anger at our ill For- 
tune if we loſe ; which provokes our Rage. 


0 What is * in Apparel? 
A. An 


(6350) 
A. An obſerviv:: thoſe Ends for which 
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Cloathing ſhou! be uſed. 100 

Q. N hr :-- anos Ends ? : A 

A. Hi go akednefs; fencing us from 

Cl. Cold; and ky „ iniyg Sexes and Qualities. z 
1 Q. How do n in Lan the firſt End of 4 
„ Cloathing? * 

# A. By maki ig uſe of ſuch immodeſt Fa- 

* ſhions in our Apparel, as either argue tgjge 

1 Wantonneſs of the Wearer, or provoke that 4 

if of the Beholder 4 
; | Q. How do we rranſgreſ againſt the ſecond 4 

4 End of Cloathing ? 7 
4 A. When out of Vanity of being in every [ 
fy fantaſtick Faſhion, we uſe ſuch Apparel as ; 
| either will not defend us from Cold; or is | 


ſome other way ſo uneaſy, that 'tis rather 
a Hurt than a Benefit to our Bodies to be 

ſo clad. 
Q. How do we tranſgreſs againſt the third 
End of Cloat hing? | 
A. By uſing that of the contrary Sex, and 
ſtriving to exceed thoſe of our own Quality 
and Condition, vying who ſhall be fineſt, when 
Cloaths add no true Worth to any one. ; 
Q. Is there not a Fault contrary to that of Exceſs ? # 
- Yes; when Men deny their grower oe that | 
which they necetiarily require to their 5 
0 0 ns 


port and Welkbeing; he that ſo abſtai 
thall not be counted temperate, but cove- 
tous, ſince *tis the Love of Wealth makes 


, him refrain, 
f | LD CHAP. 
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Duties to ow Neighbour , Juſtice, Murder, 
Mai ming, SC. 


Q. Hat is the third Head of Duties ? 
A. That to our Neighbour. 
Q. How does St. Paul ſum up this . ? 
A. In the Word righteouſly. 
Q. What is meant thereby? © 
A. Not only bare Julltee, but Charity al; 


that being by the Law of Chriſt made a Debt 


to our Neighbour. | 
Q. What is the my Duty we owe to our 
Neighbour ? 

A. Juſtice; whereby we are: obliged not on- 
ly to do him no Wrong, but to give him what- 
ever is his due. The one is negative Juſtice, 
the other is poſitive. 

Q. To what Branches does negative Juſtice eren ? 

4. To thoſe ſeveral Reſpects our N 
bour is capable of being injur di in. 

. What are thoſe? | + 1 

A His Soul, his Body, his ro eon, ant 


his Credit. 


. How can the Soul be has ? 
1 Two Ways, either if you conſider it in 
a natural Senſe, as tis the Mind of a Man, or 
in a ſpiritural Senſe, as tis that immortal Part 
which muſt ſubſiſt for ever in Bliſs or Woe. 
Q. How can it be hurt, conſidered in a natural 
S WG KS -- A. By 
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A. By Grief or KIN therefore who- 
ever cauſleſly afflicts his Neighbour, hurts and 
wrongs his own Soul. 

Q. How can the Soul be hurt conſidered in a 
ſpiritual Senſe? Hes 

A. By Sin or Puniſhment; the latter where- 
of is the Conſequent of the former, and he 
that occaſions one, occaſions the other alto. 

Q. What are the direct Means of occaſioning this 
hurt in a ſpiritual Senſe to our Neighbour”s Soul? 

A. By commanding any Sm, Dan. iii. 4: 
by counſelling it, Fob ii. 7. 2 Sam. xvi. 21. 
by enticing to it, Prov. i. 10. by helping others 
either in contriving or acting it, 2 Sam. Xiii. 

Q. What are the more indirect Means to this 
hurt of our Neighbour's Soul? 

A. A bad Example; an encouraging Sin 
with our Approbation; a juſtifying it in o- 
thers, a bringing any Reproach upon thoſe 
that live ſtrictly. * 

Q. How is this Injury to be repaired? 
A. By being more diligent and zealous in 
uſing all Methods to recover him, than thou 
waſt to deſtroy him; and this both in reſpect 
of him, and in reſpect of thy ſelf. | 

Q. Why in reſpett of him? 

A. Becauſe Man's Nature being more rea- 
dy to Evil than good, there will need more 
Diligence to inſtil the one than the other. 

Q. Why in reſpect of our ſelves ? 


A. To teſtify the Truth of our Repentance, 


which will oblige us, with St, Paul, to labour 
more abundantly. . 


TA 
Y 
» 
* 
5 
A} 
q 2 
I 
oF.” 
2 
15 
. 
* 
od 
7 
5 K 
Hy 
5 
. 4 
15 


1 — 
* 1 = 
2 e e L "Y 
* JS — . n r 40 as ee 
Tat N 


y TW). 
O. What does the ſecond Part of negative 
Juſtice concern? ee |S 
A. The Body of our Neighbour. 
Q. What does negative Fuſtice oblige us to in 
reſpect of his Body? | „ 


A. To do no Wrong any way to it, nor to 


act any Violence againſt it. 


Q. What is the higheſt degree of Wrong we can 


ao to our Neighbour Body 4 


4. Taking away the Life, which is forbid 


in the fixth Commandment. 


O. How many ways may a Man be guilty of 
Murder ? * a 
A. Either by open Violence, or ſecretly, 


or treacherouſly, as David murdered Uriah; 


and more indirectly when a Man entices ano- 
ther to do that which tends to the ſhortning 
his Life, as in the Caſe of Drinking; or by 
ſtirring up others to that degree of Anger and 
Revenge,. which produces Murder. 
Q. Wherein appears the Heinouſneſs of this Sin? 
A. In the Cry the Blood of Abel made for 
Vengeance; In the Stain it leaves upon a 
whole Land, which is not to be waſh'd out, 
but by the Blood of the Murderer, Deut. xix. 
12, 13. In that there was no Refuge allowed 
for it under the Law, Ex. xxi. 24. In that the 
only two Precepts mention'd in Scripture to 
be given to Noah after the Flood related to 
this Sin, Gen. ix. 4, and 6. In that *tis a de- 
facing the Image of God; and uſurping his 
Power, who only can diſpoſe of Life. 
1 O. Vo 
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2. What are the Puniſhments of this Sin? 

A. Beſides the dreadful Effects of it in the 
next World, it has frequent and remarkable 
Judgments attending it in this ; ſeldom paſſing 
without Diſcovery ; the very brute Beaſts of- 
tentimes. and the extream Horror of a Man's 
own Conſcience betray it. „ 

Q. What is the beſt Means of avoiding this Sin ? 

A. Watching againſt the Occaſions of it. 

Q. What are thoſe ? oe 

A. Intemperate Anger, inveterate Malice, 
or any other extravagant Paſſion ; encourag- 
1g Drinking, and promoting Contention. 

- What other way is there of wronging our 
Neighbour*s Body? 

A. Maiming it, by Wounds and Stripes. 

1 Q. Whence appears the great wrong of Maiming 
im? | 

A. From the Judgment of God himſelf in 
the Caſe of the Bond-Servant, who ſhould by 
his Maſter's means loſe a Member, Exod. xxi. 
26. for which the Freedom of his whole Life 
was thought but a reaſonable Recompence; 
and from the Judgment of every Man when it 
comes to be his own Caſe. 

Q. How is this Injury enhanſed? | 

A. By the Circumſtances of the Perſon thus 

jured; who if he be poor, loſes the Means 
of getting his Bread. ws 

. What Sati faction is neceſſary in order to the 
obtaining Pardon for this Sin? 

4. Supplying the injur'd Perſon wth 8 
T thole 
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thoſe neceſſary Conveniencies he is deprived 


of obtaining, even though it be by our own 
extraqrdinary Labour. "0, 

Q. Wherein appears the Evil of wounding our 
Neighbour's Body, and afflicting it with Stripes? 

A. Becauſe it endangers his Life and Limbs 
oftentimes ; at leaft occaſions Pain, that takes 
away the Reliſh of all our Enjoyments; which 
will appear grievous when the Caſe is a Man's 
Own. 


Q. Whence proceeds this cruel manner 0 F uſing 


our Neighbour? 


A. From a great Contempt of others and 


Value of our ſelves. 


Q. Wherein appears the Evil of this Temper ? 

A. In that a Man is not allowed to uſe it 
even to his Beaſt ; much leſs to thoſe of the 
fame Nature, and what is more, Heirs of the 
ſame eternal Hopes. 
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Juſtice about our Neighbour's Poſſeſſuens, his 


Wife, his Goods. Oppreſſion, Theft, Paying 
Debts. 


+ ed 
NW Hat does the third Part of negative 
Fuſtice concern? | 
A. The Poſſeſſions of our Neighbour. 
Os What is meant by his Poſſeſſions ? 
A. His Goods or Riches ; but particularly 
: his 
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his Wife, as the principal part thereof. 
. Wherein conſiſts the Injuſtice of nary 4 

Alan s Wife? 

A. Tis a Complication of the greateſt In- 
juſtices together, both towards the Mun and 
towards the Woman. 

Q. Whercin conſiſts the Injuſtice of it towards 
the Woman ?. 

A. It robs her of her Innocency, nnd con- 
ſequently expoſes her to eternal Puniſhment. 
It robs her of her Credit, which makes her 
abhorr'd and deſpiſed in this World : and be- 
ſides depri ves her of the Happiveſs of a marri- 
ed Life by deſtroy ing mutual Affection. 
Q. Wherein conſiſts the Injuſtice of it towards 


the Man? | 
A. It robs him of what is moſt precious to 


him, the Love and Faithfulneſs of his Wife, to 
which he has ſuch a Right that he cannot 
alienate it himſelf. It expoſes him to the moſt 
tormenting Paſſion of Jealouſy. It brings up- 
on him the Scorn and Contempt which the 
unjuſt Meaſures of the World throw upon 
Sufferers in that kind. It is oſten Robbery in 
the uſual Senſe of the World by thruſting in 
the Child of the Adulterer into his Family; 
for which a Man can never make Reparation. 
. How was Adultery puni iſh'd under the Lam? 
4 With Death : - becauſe there was no Poſ- 
mn of making any other Reſtitution. 
"What do you mean by the Goods of your 


Nc Liu, 2 
A. His 


1 
A. His Houſe, Land, Cattle, Money, and 
the like, in which he hath a Right and Property. 
O. What does negative Juſtice oblige us to in re- 
ſpect of his Goods ? „ „ 
A. To ſuffer him to enjoy them without 
ſeeking to work him Damage in any of them; 
or to get any of them to our ſelves. * The firſt 
is malicious Injuſtice; the other is covetous 
Injuſtice. 
Q. M herein confifts the Evil of malicious In- 
jn? : (mn 58 7 
A. In that *tis the very Temper of the De- 
vil, who beſtows all his Pains only to undo 
others; and is contrary to that Precept of 
God given to the Jews concerning the Goods 
even of an Enemy, Exod. xxiii. 457. 
Q. How many Branches are there of covetous 
Injuſtice ? 3 | FC 
A. Three; Oppreſſion, Theft, and Deceit. 
Q. What: meant by Oppreſſion ? 
A. Seizing the Poſſeſſions of our Neigh- 
bours, and avowing the doing ſo. | 
O. What are made the Inſtruments of Oppreſſion ? 
A. Power, by which Princes and private 
Men are deprived of their Rights; ſometimes 
the Law, when tis corrupted by Bribes and 
Gifts, or over-ruled by Greatneſs and Autho- 
rity ; which is the more heinous, becauſe de- 
ſigned for the Defence of Men's Rights. Some- 
times the Neceſſities of the oppreſſed are made 
uſe of to this purpoſe, as in the Caſe of Extor- 
tion and of Exacting Landlords. 
| Q. What 
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Q. Mu is the great Aggravation of this Sin? 
A. The Condition of the Party oppreſſed, 

when the Perſons are helpleſs, as the Widows 
and Fatherleſs. 

Q. Wherein appears the crying Guilt of this Sin ? 

A. In that God has ſo particularly threaten- 
ed heavy Vengeance againſt ſuch Oppreſſors. 
Exel. xviii. 1 2, and 1 8. Pſal. xii. 5. Prov. xXii. 2.2, 

Q. . the ſecond Branch of covetous Injuſtice? 

A. Theft; whereby we ſometimes with-hold 
that we ſhould pay, and ſometimes take from 

our Neighbour what is already in his Polleſhon. 

Q. How many ſorts of Debts are there? | 

A. Iwo; what we contract by rote“ 
ing, and what we contract by our own. n 
tary Promiſe. 

Q. Wherein appears the Tvjuftice of not pojing : 
theſe Debts ? 

A. In that we keep from our Wa bbour 
that which he has a Right to; tho* not pay- 
ing what we borrow is rather the more inju- 
rious; for thereby we take from him actually 
what he once had. 

Q. How does a Man commit even the Sin of 


Theft in Borrowing? 
4. When he takes that from his Neighbour 


upon Promiſe of paying, which he knows he 
is never like to reſtore to him. 
_ What ought a Man to do in ſuch a Caſe ? ? 
| . To lay open his Diſability and ſee whe- 
es his Neighbour is willing to runthe Hazard. 
f Q. Does Juſtice equally oblige a Man to pa 
thoſe Debts he is bound for? A. 
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*.A; Yes, becauſe by being bound he makes 
them his own, and 'tis likely the Creditor 
was inclined to lend upon the Confidence of 


his CO 
Can we without Irjuſtice with-hold that 


wich we have promiſed ? 8 
A. No, *tis now the Man's Right, and 
David makes it a part of the Deſcription of 
the Juſt Man, that he keeps his Promiſe tho 
to his own Diſadvantage. 
Q What fort qe Debts 1 be reduced to this 
Head? 
A. The Wa ges of Servants, and the' Hire 
of the LxGdaver, whole Complaints cry to 
Heaven for Vengeance, Deut. XXIV. 14, 15. 
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CHAP. XII. 


m, Stealing, Deceit in "Taft, in Tic: 5 
R &c. 


Q. 2 is the ſecond Part of Theſt? 
A. The taking from our Leigh. 
bour what is already in his Poſſe lion. | 
Q. War ought to deter Men from ſuch Tujuſtice? 
A. The Conſideration of its being obious 
to God : That it makes a Man unfit for Hu- 
man Society: That it betrays Men to the 
greateſt Miſchiefs in this World, and in the 
World to come. 
Q. Who elſe may be reckoned guilty of this ſort 


of Theft? 


A. Ihe. 
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A. The Receivers of ſtoln Goods, whether 
thoſe that take them as Partners in the Theft, 
or thoſe that buy them when they know or be- 
lieve they are ſtoln; to which may be added 


when they find them. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts their Injuſtice? 
A. In with- holding from their Neighbour 
that which properly belongs to him. 

Q. What is the third Part of covetous Injuſtice ? 

A. Deceit ; of which there may be as many 
Acts as there are Occaſions of Entercourſe be- 
tween Man and Man. . 

Q: In what Matters is Deceit generally exerciſed? 

A. In Matters of Truſt, and in Matters of 
Traffick. | 

Q. Wheresn conſiſts the great Evil of Deceit in 
Matters of Truſt ? 3 

A. In that it joins two great Sins in one, 


Defraud ing and Promiſe- breaking, there being 


in all Truſts a Promiſe implied if not expreſt. 

Q. To whom are theſe Truſts broken ? 

A. To the Living and to the Dead. 

Q. How is a Man guilty of betraying a Truſt to 
the Living ? „ 

A. When he acts not for him who intruſts 

him, with the ſame Faithfulneſs that he would 
for himſelf; but either careleſly loſes, pro- 


digally embezzels, or converts to his own Uſe, 


the things committed to him. 


Q. Who are often guilty of betraying Truſts to 


the Living ? 
A. Guar- 


5 | 


thoſe that conceal their Neighbour's Goods 
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A. Guardians of Children, Stewards, and 


other Servants. 


Q. How 35 4 Man guilty of betraying 4 Truſt to 
the Dead ? 


A. When he acts not according to the known 


Intention of the dead Man; but enriches him- 
ſelf with what is aſſigned for others. Which 
Sin is the greater, by reaſon the Dead have no 
Means to remedy and redreſs themſelves. 

Q. What enhanſes the Nature of this Deceit in 
matters of Truſt ? 


A. When God, or the Poor, are immedi- 
ately concerned ; when any thing 1s intruſted 


for the uſe of Piety and Charity. 
Q. How many ways are there of Deceit i in mat - 


ters of Traffick ?. 

A. The Deceits in matters of Traffck a are 
both in the Seller, and in the Buyer. 

Q. Wherein is the Deceit of the Seller? 

A. In conceating the Faults of the Com: 
modity, or over-rating 1t. 

Q. What are the ordinary ways of N its 
Faults E: 

A. Either by denying it has any ſuch Fault, 
by uſing Art to make it look fair to the Bye, 
or by picking out ignorant Chapmen. 

Qi. Wherein appears the Injuſtice of concealing 
the Faults of a Commodity? 

A. In that otherwiſe you make the Buyer 
pay for ſomewhat which is not there, he pre- 


ſaming there is that good Quality in it, which 


thou knoweſt i 18 not. 
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Q. What other Deceit may be referred to the 
Head of Concealment ? 


A. That of falſe W eights and Meaſures : 


which is concealing from the Buyer a detect 


in the Quantity. 
Q. What is the other Doves of the Seller ? 
A Over rat ing his Commodity. 
"IT, When may a Price be ſaid to beunreaſonable? 
A. When it exceeds the true Worth of the 
thing, conſidered with thoſe moderate Gains, 
which all Tradeſmen are preſumed to be al- 
lowed in the Sale. 


Q. Whereia appears the Tnjuſtice of over-rating 


a Commodity ? 
A. In that the Seller makes an Advantage 


ol the Buyer's Ignorance, Neceſſity, or Indiſ- 


cretion, whereby he ſo far indulges his Fancy, 
as to reſolve to have it upon any Terms. 

Q: What is the Deceit of the Buyer? 

A. In making an Advantage ſometimes of 
the Ignorance, but oftner of the Neceſſity of 
the Seller. 

Q. What is moſt neceſſary for thoſe that we} | 

A. A firm Refolution, and Love of Juſtice. 

Q. Why moſt for them? 

A. Becaule of the many Temptations they 
have to Deceit; which is ſo mixt with the 
firſt Principles and Grounds of Trade, that 

tis taught together wich it, and becomes a 
Part of the Art. 

<Q. What ſhould diſſuade us from this Vice? 

A. The great Scandal it brings to the Pro- 
feſſion 
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feffion of our Chriſtianity ; the ſecret Curſe 
which goes along with it, which like a Can- 
ker eats out all the Benefit we expected from 
it, and eſpecially the Puniſhment it expoles us 
to in the other World. 

Q. What is neceſſary to be performed to ſhew our 
true Repentance for this ny 

A The making Reſtitution to all whom we 
have wronged. 


Q: But if the injured Party be dead, what muſt 
be done: 2 

A. Reſtitution muſt be made to his Heirs 
to whom the Right deſcends. 

Q. What muſt be done if we cannot come to the 
Knowledge of thoſe we have injured? 

A. We muſt make Reſtitution to the oor. 
and be ſure rather to . too much than too 
little. 


2 . — * 
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CHAP. XUE 
The Ways of Injuring our Neig9bour's Credit; z 
Poſitive Juſtice, &c. 


Q. Hat doth the fourth Branch of negative 
Fuſtice concern? 

A. The Credit of our Neighbour, which 
we are not to impair by falſe Reports. 

Q. How many Sorts are there of falſe Reports ? 

of, Fw. 

Qi: Which is the firſt Sort? 


A. When a Man ſays ſomething of his 
F 23  Neigh- 
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Neighbour which he directly knows to be falſe. 
Q. Mherein lies the Guilt of ſuch Reports? 


A. In that he invents a Lie of another, 


which every one acknowledges to be the 
greateſt Piece of Baſenels. 

Q. What is the ſecond Sort of falſe Reports ? 

A. When a Man reports a thing upon ſuch 
very ſlight Surmiſe and Jealouſy, that *tis 
likely the $hing may be falſe as well as true. 

Q: herein lies the Guilt of ſuch Reports? 

A. Inaverringathing for Truth which is un- 
certain, and hazarding our Neighbour's good 
Name, which is one of his deareſt Poſſeſſions. 


Q. How many ways are there of ſpreading 


falſe Reports? — 
A. By falſe Witneſs, by publick Slanders, 
by private Whiſpers. | oh 
Q. How does falſe Witneſs wound cur MEER 
bours Credit? LD 
A. In that the Crime is ſo publickly wit- 


neſſed againſt him, that it's ſcarce to be re- 


medied by any thing that can be done atter- 
wards to cure it. 


Q. How was a falſe Witneſs puniſhed under the 


Law? | 


A. By inflicting the very {ame Suffering 
upon him, which his falſe Teſtimony aimed. 


to bring upon the other. | 
Q. What is the ſecond way of ſpreading falſe 
Reports? 
A. By publick Slanders, when they are de- 
clared in all Companies, and before ſuch as are 
= | e likely 
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likely to carry them farther this being uſual- 
ly done with Railings and Reproaches, the 
better to make an Impreſſion on the Minds 


of the Hearers. 


Q. What is the third way of ſpeaking falſe 


Reports? | . a” 
A. By private Whiſpers ; which are the moſt 
dangerous by reaſon of the enjoined Secreſy, 


and the Facility with which they are believed. 


Q. What ought to be done to prevent our falling 
into this Sin? g 


A. To beware of all the degrees of ap- 


proach to it; as giving Ear and cheriſhing 
thoſe that come with Slanders; giving eaſy. 
Credit to them; and reporting to others what 
is thus told us. - 


QA. How is our Neighvour's Credit leſſened 


0:her ways than by falſe Reports? 


A. By Contempt and Deſpiſing him, the 
Effects whereof are Scoff and Deriſion. 
Q. How is this injurious to our Neighboun? 
A. By inclining others to do the like, the 
generality taking Opinions rather upon Trult 
than Judgment. | 
Qt: Wherein appears the Injuſtice of it ? | 
A. In that theſe things for which we gene- 
rally deride our Neighbour are not in his 


Power to prevent; as the Infirmities of his Bo- 


dy and Mind, Deformity and Folly, the Ca- 
lamities and Miſeries that befal him, Want, or 
Sickneſs: In which Caſes Compaſſion becomes 
a Duty to him; and tho? Men deſerve molt 
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to be reproached for their Sins, becauſe there 
is more of their Wills in them, yet they oblige 
us to Compaſſion, as being the things which 
of all others make the Man moſt miſerable. In 
all theſe Caſes we are ſubject to the like our 
ſelves, and God only makes the Difference. 

Q. By what ought we to meaſure the Injury, of 
deſtroying our Neig hbour s Credit ? : 

A. By the value of the thing he is robbed 
of; which every one eſteems very dear, and 
which is moreover ſometimes the means of 
his Subſiſtence ; and then by the difficulty of 
making Reparation, which in ſome Caſes is 
even impoffible. | 
Q. Do the Branches of negative Juſtice only re- 
fpc& our Words and Actions? 

A. No; they ought to influence our thoughts 
and affections; we muſt not wiſh any Hurt to 
our Neighbour, nor delight in any that does 
befal him, it being the peculiar Property of 
God's Law to reach the Heart, whereas Man's 
only extends to the Words and Actions. | 

Q. What do you call the ſecond Part of Fuſtice ? 

A. Politive Juſtice which yields to every 
Man that which by any kind of Right he can 
challenge from us. 

Q. To whom are the Ducs of poſurve Juſtice to 
be performed? 
A. Some are general to all Mankind, fome 
are particular, to thoſe that are ſo and ſo 
qualified. 5 | 

Q. What is the firſt of thoſe Dues we owe to all 
Mankind ! A. Speak- 
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A. Speaking of Truth; . ſince Lying makes 

Speech injurious to human Society which was 
deſigned for the Benefit of it. 

Q. What Obligations have we to this Duty? 

A. Beſides thoſe of Nature, the Commands 
of Chriſt; and the great Hatred God has for 
a lying Tongue.. 

Q. Wherein appears the Folly of this Sin? 

A: In the great Scorn and Reproach it 
brings upon thoſe that are guilty. of it, and 
that certain Part it eor ſigns to them in the 
Lake that buri:s with Fire and Brimſtone. 

Q. What is the ſecond thing we owe to all 
Hankind ? ; | | 

A. Humanity and Courteſy of Behaviour.. 

Q. What Obligations have we to this Duty? 

A. Weareobliged to it becauſe the meaneſt 
partakes of the ſame Nature with the great- 
eſt; and becauſe God has-dignified our Nature 
by taking it upon himſelf, fo that no acciden- 
tal Advantage of Wealth er Honour can ac- 
quit us from it. 0 

Q. Who are moſt commonly guilty of not paying 
this Due? | „ 

A. The Proud and Haughty ; who are {© 
buſy in admiring themſelves, that they. over- 
look all that 1s valuable in others. 

Q. What are the evil Effects of this Haughtineſs ?' 

A. It makes both God and Men our Ene- 
mies; the Scripture teſtifies the firſt, and 
common Experience ſhews the latter. 

2. What is the third thing we owe to all Man- 
kind ? | A. Meeks 


11 

A. Mectneſe, or Sentleneſs; whereby we 
pridle the mad Paſſion of Anger, ſo very miſ- 
chievous to our Neighbour, as well as uneaſy 
to our ſelves. VVV 
Q. What Obligations have we to this Duty? 

A. The Happineſs of our Neighbour, which 
is often interrupted by the evil Effects of this 
ungoverned Paſſion; as is ſeen in Kingdoms 
and Families; and moreover the Commands 
in Scripture to this purpoſe, 1 Theſ. v. 14. 
2 Tim. i. 25. Prov. xxii. 24, 28, 29. 

Q. What great Sin does the neglect of this 
Virtue lead to? 

A. That of Curſing ; whereby we wiſh the 
greateſt Evil to our Neighbour upon any ſlight 


Provocation, and fometimes without any; 


contrary to our Saviour's Rule of p:aying for 
thoſe that deſpitefully uſe us. | 
Q. What are thoſe Qualifications which make 
* : x — — 
any thing due to particular Perſons? 
A. They are of three Sorts, that of Excel- 
lency, that of Want, and that of Relation. 
Q. What do you mean by that ef Excellency 
A. Any extraordinary Endowment of a 
Perſon, as Wiſdom, Learning, &c. But eſpe- 
cially Grace. = = 
SAP #5 there aparticular Reſpect due to theſe! 


Becauſe they are the fingular Gifts of 


God, and there fore ought to be greatly yalued. 

Q. How muſt this Reſpeft be paid? 
A. By a willing aud glad Acknowledgment 
of all thoſe Gifts in any he has beſtowed them 
On 


„ 
on; by not Envying or Grudging that. they 


have thoſe Gifts, which is not only unjuſt 
to them, but injurious to God who beſtows 


them : And by not detracting from their 


Excellencies, either in Kind or Degree. 

2. n appears the Folly of Envy in this 
Particular ? 

A. In the Pain and Torment it expoſes 
Man to, and in his being deprived by it of 
thoſe Advantages which he might reap from 
tuch extraordinary Gifts of his Brother. 

Q. Wherein appears the Folly of. DetrafFion? 

A. In that it is eaſily diſcovered:; which 
when known, will leſſen one's Efteem, and 
rather encreaſe his Neighbour's. ._ 

Q. Is there any Reſpect due to he out ward Ad- 
vantages of Honour, &c. 12 

A. Ves; ina lower R in a regard that 
theſe Diſtinctions are appointed by God for 
the better ordering the World. 

O. How muſt this Reſpect be paid ? | 

A. By behaving our ſelves lowly and reve- 
rently to all our Betters, and particularly by 
taking care not to envy Men thoſe Advantages. 

Q. What is the ſecond Qualification makes any 
thing due to particular Per ſons 2 

A. Want, whereby Jam obliged according 
to my Ability, to relieve thoſe in Diſtreſs in 
all kind of Wants. 

. What is the Ground of this Duty? 
A. God's having given Men Abilities not 


only for their own Ule but for. the Benefit of 


others, FR 
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others; which becomes a Debt to them, when 


their Needs require it. 


2. How are the Wants of the Mind to be reliev d? 


A. By inſtructing the Ignorant, comforting 


as Afflicted, reproving the Vicious, and clear- 


ing the Innocent that we know to be ſlandered. 


Q. How are the Wants of the Body to be reliev d? 
A. Byaplentiful Contribution of our Purſe, 
and ſometimes perſonal Aſſiſtance. 


Q. What were Foe Jews obliged to in reſpect of 
the Poor? 

A. To ſeparate a tenth, Part of their In- 
breaſt every third Year for that purpoſe. 

Q.: How is the neglect of theſe Duties oſten 
9 i 1 
A. By having thoſe Abilities taken from 
them, which they employ ſo unfaithfully. 

N What is the third Qualification which makes 
any thing due to particular Perſons ? 

A. That of Relation, which is of divers 
Sorts, ariſing from divers Grounds and Duties, 
anſwerable to each of them. 


Q. What is the firſt, ſort ?- 


A: That of a Debtor to his Creditor, 
| whereby, we are obliged to pay juſtly what 


we owe by Bargain, Loan, or Promiſe, 
Q. What is the ſecond ſort of Relation? 
A. That of an obliged Perſon to his Be- 
nefactor. 
Q. What is the obliged Perſon” s Duty to him? 
A. Thankfulneſs, or an Acknowledgment 
the Courteſy; 5 Prayer to God for him, and 
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12713 
an Endeavour to make him all poſlible mn 
of Kindneſs. +. 

Q. IWherein is * moſt obſervable pr "Men 
neglect to repay Courteſies, and return Jnjurich in- 
ſtead of them? : 
A. In the Caſe of Acre ink Admonition, 
which though the greateſt Proof of. Kindneſs, 
yet is generally il] received; but; tis/a very 
unhappy Temper,, becauſe it forties the Man 
in his Sins, and is unjuſt to the Admonijher, 
who W our. Bene and ah | 
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Duty 1 to Maziftrates, Saher Parents, 
and to Children. 5 


\ 38 OC 


Q. \ RT Hat i 15 the firſt 15 41 6 Relations ? 
A. That of a Parent. 


Q How many ſorts of Parents are there? 
7 Three; Civil, Spiritual, and Natura 1. 
D. HMho i, the (Civil Parent ?. .... 
A. He whom God hath eſtabliſhed the 
Supreme Magiſtrate. | 
Q. What are the Duties we owe to: thi fort 
of Parents? 
A. Honour and Reverence, in not ſpeak- 


ing Evil of them; paying Tribute for their 


Maintenance, they. being Miniſters for the 
common Good of the People; Prayers for 
| God' 8 


(72 ) 
God's direRtihg and protecting them, and an 
Obedience, actire in all lawful Commands, 
and paſſive whereby we muſt ſuffer without 
4 reſiſting, when they command any thing con- 
Wl racy to God's Commands. 
1 Q. Does not the Magiſtrates Neglect of his Da- 
7 95 „ us from ours to him! 

No; he is accountable to none but God, 
1 no faiting on his Part can warrant us to 
fail on ours. 

Q. Who are the fpiritual Parents: ? 

A. The Miniſters of God's Word; whe- 
ther ſuch as be the Governors in the Church, 
or others under then; who are to perform 
the ſame Offices to our Souls as our natural 
Parents do to our Bodies, 1 Cor. iv. 5. Gal. iv. 
19. 1 Cor iii. 2. Heb. v. 14. 

Q. What Duty do we owe to them? 

A. To bear them that Love and Kindneſs, 
which belongs to thoſe who do us the greateſt 
Benefits. To reverence them, conſidering the 

nature of their Work, and who it is that em- 

ploys them. To contribute towards their 
Maintenance; and to obey them in what ; 
| they declare to be God's Will. To pray #1 
* for God's Grace to enable them to dif- wy 
charge that Holy Calling. N 
Q. What Duty do we owe our natural "IE ? | 
A. eee and Reſpett ; not upon any 

Pretence of Infirmity to deſpiſe and contemn 

them. To bear them a real Kindneſs, ſuch as 


may make us heartily deſirous of all * 
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of good to them, and to abhor in the leaſt 


manner to diſquiet them. Obedience to them 
in all lawful Commands, eſpecially not to 
marry againſt their Conſent, A fliſtance in all 
their Wants of what kind ſoever, either of 
Mind, Body, or Eſtate. And no Unkindneſs of 
the Parent can quit the Child from his Duty- 

Q. What is due from Parents to their Children? 

A. Their Duty is various according to the 


different Age of the Child. 


Q. What is due from a Parent to a Child in its 


Childhood ? 


A. To nouriſh and ſuſtain it; if there be 
no great Impediment to nurſe it; to bring it 
to Baptiſm, that it may have a Right to the 
Privileges of that Sacrament. 

Q. What is the neut Duty of the Parent? 

A. To provide for the Childrens Educati- 
on, by inſtrufting them in all the Particulars 
of their Duty to God and Man; and'by bring- 
ing them up to ſome Employment, whereby 
they may avoid Idleneſs, and be uſeful to the 
Commonwealth. 

Q. What Means are required to this Duty of 
Education? | 

A. Encouragement, whereby we ought to 
make the Child in Love with its Duty by Re- 
wards; and when that will not do, to uſe Cor- 
rection, both by ſharp Reproof and Blows. 
Q How is this Correction to be given that it 
may do moſt Go? | | 

A. It muſt be timely before the Fault grows 

to 
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to a Habit; it muſt be proportioned to the 
Fault and to the Tenderneſs of the Child; it 


muſt never be given in Paſſion, leſt it be im- 


moderate and loſe its Effect. 9 57 


Q. What is due from Parents to Children when 
they are grown up! 

A. To watch over them in reſpect of their 
Souls; and to provide for them a comfortable 
Subſiſtence according to their Circumſtances. 

Q. What is the ill Effect of not providing for 
them before their own Death? 

A. It leſſens the Child's Affection to its Pa- 
rent, and often puts him upon diſhoneſt Cour- 
ſes to ſupply his Neceſſities; beſides, the Pa- 


rent loſes the Contentment which he might 
| have in ſeeing his Child live profperouſly. 
Q What ought a Parent elſe to take Care of in 


king 4 Proviſion for his Children? 

A. That the Wealth he makes their Porti- 
on be got honeſtly ; elſe the Curſe that attends 
it will, like a Canker, be ſure to eat it up. 

Q. What other Duties do Parents owe to their 


Children? 


A. Agood Example; to bleſs them by their 
Prayers, and by their Piety; to uſe their Pow- 
er over them with Moderation, conſidering 


the real Good of the Child more than the 


Exerciſe of their Authority. 
Q. Wherein ought this Rule chiefly to be ob- 


ſer ved? 


- A. In the Bufineſs of Marrying, when out 
of an Eagerneſs to beſtow them wealthily, 


they 
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they force them to marry againſt their Inclina-. 


tions, which occaſions more Miſchief than all 
the Wealth in the World can repair. 


—— 


C HAF XV; 


Duty to Brethren, Relations, Husband, Wife, 
Friends, Maſters, and Servants. 
Q. Hat is the ſecond ſort of ati Re- 
lations ? 
A. That of a Brother, which is either Spi- 
ritual or Natural. 
Q Of what Extent is Spiritual Bee in 
a large Senſe ? 
A. It reaches all Mankind who partake of 
the ſame Nature with us; the Duties where- 
of have been already mentioned. | 
Q. What is Natural Brot her hood? 
A. Such as is between thoſe that are Chil- 
dren of the ſame immediate Parent. 
Q. What is the Duty of thoſe to each other? | 
A. To have united Hearts and Affections, 
they partaking i in a more eſpecial Manner of 
each other's Subſtance. | 
Q. Wherein appears the Neceſſuy of thi: Love's 
being firmly grounded ? | 
A. Becauſe of the great Danger of diſagree- 
ing from continual Converfatiou together, aud 
from an Inclination to envy each other any Ad- 
vantage, when they are equal in reſpect of Birth. | 
1 Q. What 
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Q. What is Spiritual Brot her hood in a parti- 


' cular Senſe? 
A. Such as extends to al] thoſe who profeſs. 


the ſame Faith with us, the Church becoming 


our common Mother in Baptiſm. 


Q What is cur Duty to theſe Brethren ? 
A. To hold Communion with them in all 


neceſſary Doctrines, and as Opportunity ſerves 
in all holy Offices; to bear with their Infir- 


mities; to endeavour the reſtoring of any that 
are fallen; to ſympathize with them in all 
their Sufferings; either as they are conſidered 
M a Society, or as ſingle P erſons. 

Q. What is the third ſort of Relation ? 

A. That between Eusband and Wife, 


which is the neareſt of all. 


Q. What Duties doth the Wife '6 owe 'to the 
Husband ? | | 

A. Obedience in all lawful Commands; Fi- 
delity as to his Bed, and the Management of 
his Aﬀairs ; Love, and that Kindneſs of Con- 
ver ſation which makes his Lite comfortable 

Q. Mill not the Fault of the Hu: bard acquit he 


Wi e from theſe Duties? 
A. No; neither in reſpect of Religion, nor 


Diſcretion. 


Q. Why not? 
A. Becauſe God has . . Duty 


abſolutely 3 and becaule the worſe the Hus- 


band is, there is the more need of Gentleneſs 
and Sweetneſs to gain him. 


Q. What is the Duty of 4 Husoand to bis Wi fe 2 
A. Love, 


4 
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fon one marries? 
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A. Love, ſuch as a Man bears to his own 


| Body, and ſuch as Chriſt bears to his Church; 


Faithfulneſs to the Bed, which is a Part of his 
Vow as well as hers; Maintenance, whereby 
ſhe ought to partake with him in thoſe good 
things God has bleſt them with; Inſtruction, 


if there be Occaſion; and they are both oblig- 


edmutually topray for eachother, and toendea- 
vour each other's Good, temporal and eternal. 
Q. What ought chiefly to be aimed at in the Per- 


— 


A. Virtue and Goodneſs, which makes 


Marriage uſeful to the Ends of ſerving God ; 


tho' the Conſideration of a Competency is not 
to he excluded. 

Q. What makes Marriages unlamful? 

4. Marrying thoſe that are promiſed to ſome 
others; or thoſe who are within the Degrees 
of Kindred forbidden by God in the 18. and 
19. of Lev. which is the great Sin of Inceſt. 

. What is the next Relation? 

A. That between Friends, which if right- 
ly underſtood is of great Uſefulneſs. 

O- What is the general Duty of a Friend? 

A. An induſtrious Purſuit of his Friend's 
real Advantage. 

. - What are the particular Duties? | 
A. Faithfulneſs in all Truſt whether of 
Goods or Secrets; Aſſiſtance in all his out- 
ward Needs, but eſpecially. in thoſe of his 
Soul by Perſuaſion or Reproof; to recom- 


mend him to God for all Bleſſings Temporal 
G 3 and 


(78 ) 
and Spiritual; Conſtancy, whereby we never 
grow weary of him out of Lightneſs or Hu- 
mour, becauſe we have had him long. 

9 "What i is the laſt ſort of Relation? 

A. That between Maſters and Servants. 

Q: Mhat are the Duties of a Servant to his Maſter ? 

A. Obedience in al} lawful Commands, 
which ought to be performed with Chearful- 


neſs; Faithfulneſs, as oppoſed to Eye-ſervice 


and Purloining or Defrauding ; Patience and 
Meekneſs under Reproof; Diligence in the 
Performance of his Duties; the Neglect of all 
. he muſt anſwer to God. 

D. What doth a Maſter owe to his Servants ? 

A. Juſtice in performing the Conditions 
upon which they are hired ; Reproof in caſe 
of Faults againſt God as well as himſelf; a 
good Example of Godlineſs and Honeſty ; all 
neceſſary means of Inſtruction ;, to take care 
his Commands be moderate and reaſonable ; 
to encourage them when they do well. 


Pe IE 
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CHAP XVE 


Charity to our Neighbours, their Souls, Bodies, 
Goods, and Credit. 


O.N Aj Hat is the Good Branch of our Duty 
to our Neighbour ! 


A. Charity; called by Chrift the New Com- 
mandment. 


Q. How many ways may this Charity be cenſi- 
aercd ? A. "0 


(7 
A. In reſpect of the Aflections, and in re- 
ſpect of the Actions. 
O. What is Charity in reſpect of the Aﬀettions? 
A. That ſincere Kindneſs that diſpoſes us to 
9 with all Good to others, in reſpect of their 
4 Souls, Bodies, Goods, and Credit. _ 
ad . What muſt be wiſhed 10 in reſpett of 
it theiy- Souls ? 
\| A. That they may arrive at ſuch Purity 
| 


here, as that they may be ca pable of eternal 
| Happineſs hereafter. 
| Q. What Example have we of this? 
Z. That of Chriſt who gave two ſpecial 
| Effects of his Love to Souls, in purifying them 
{ in this Life by his Grace, and making them 
happy hereafter in his Glory. 8 
2. What are we to wiſh in reſpect of their 
| Bodies, Goods, and. Credit? | 
1 A. All Health and Welfare, Proſperity | 
J and Reputation, as we with to our ſelves. 
|| Q. What are the in, /eparable Effelts of this 
Charity of the Affection, Hit be ſincere? 
A. It will keep the Mind in a peaceable 
and meek „Tem per towards others, this be- 

ing one of its ſpecial Qualities chat *tis not: 
eaſily provoked ; it will breed Compaffion 
towards their Miſery : it will give us Joy 
in their Proſperity ; it will excite and ſtir 
up our Prayers for them. 

Q. What are the great and dangerous Vices 
it guards the Mind from ? 

A. Twill prevent our repay at the Good 


of 
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of others; Charity envieth not; "twill keep 
down Pride; Charity vaunteth not it ſelf, is not 
puffed up; beſides, we are naturally inclined to 
value the Excellencies of thoſe we wiſh well 
to. Twill caſt out Cenſoriouſneſs; Charity 
thinketh no Evil, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, *Twill chaſe away Diſſembling, there 
being no uſe of it, becauſe this Virtue is in 
Truth, all that the falſe one wou'd ſeem to 
be. It caſts out Self-feekmg ; Charity ſeeketh 
not her own. it deſtroys all Malice and Deſire 
of Revenge; Charity beareth all things. It is 
ready to endure the greateſt Injuries, and re- 
turns nothing but Prayers and Bleſſings. 

Q. What is the Extent of this Charity 

A. It muſt be exerciſed towards all Man- 
kind, even to our Enemies, or elſe tis not the 
Charity Chriſt Commands. 

Q. What Conſiderations are there to enforce the 
Love of our Enemies? 1 

A. The expreſs Command of Chriſt often 
repeated; the Example o God himſelf and 
our Bleſſed Saviour the Author oi our Religion. 
The great Diſproportion of our Offences a- 
gainſt God, and Mens againſt us The Pleaſure 
and Delight which accompanies it, which 
none can ſo well judge of as by Practice, yet 
it may be diſcern'd at a diſtance, by compa- 
ring it with the Uneaſineſs of its Contraries, 
Malice and Revenge. The Danger of not per- 
forming it, God having made our Pardon to 


depend upon it. Gratitude to Chriſt, who 
having 


681) ; 
having ſuffered ſo much to bring us into aa 


Capacity of Happineſs, we ought to make 
thoſe Returns he demands. 


Q. Hom may theſeConfiderations become eſſectual? 
A. By being ſo conſlantly fixed in our 


Minds, as to prevent the fiiſt rifing of Ran- 


cour and Revenge, whereby they may ſerve 


rather to prevent than cure the Wound. 


Q. What is Charity in reſpect of the Actions? 

A. Tis pu'ting in Practice the Charity of 
the Affections, it being loving in Deed that 
muſt approve us before God. 


O. How is this Charity of the Actions | to be 
diſtributed ? 


A. As that of the. AﬀeAions:i in relation to 


our Brethreus Souls, Bodies, Goods; and Credit. 


. What Charity are we to ſhew to the Souls of 
our Brethren, when we conſider the Soul in a natu- 
ral Senſe as the Mind of a Man? 

A. To labour, by all Chriftian and fit Mears, 
to chear the ed Spirits of our Brethren. 
O. What Charity are we to ſhew to the Souls 8 


our Brethren conſidered in a ſpiritual Senſe ? 


A. To inſtruct their Ignorance; to repre- | 
hend their Faults; and to confu m their weak 
Virtue; (of which things if we are not pro- 
per Inſtruments our ſelves, we ſhould employ 
others that are) always ex horting by our Ex- 
ample, and, like Samuel, never ceaſing to pray 
for them. 


O. Bom is this Charity of the Actions to be exer- 
ci) ed towards their Bodies: 


A. By 
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A. By actually relieving their bodily 
— Wants; feeding the Hungry, giving Drink to, 
the Thirſty, harbouring the Stranger, cloath- 
ing the Naked, viſiting the Sick and impri- 


ſoned, and relieving them, where we find Oc- 
cation and have Ability for it; and when we 


have an Opportunity, endeavouring to deliver 
the Innocent condemned to Death, as Dariet 
did Suſanna, and this our very Nature obliges 
us to, as well as God's Commands, which 
makes the Neglect inexcuſable. 


_— — 
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CHAP. Xvi. 
Almſgiving ; Charity fo our Neighbour's Credit, 


Peace- mating, going to Lam, Charity to out” 
Exemies. 


221 OW is this Charity of the Actions ts be 
1 exerciſed towards the Goods and Eſtate 
of our Neig hb. ur? | 
A. By aſſiſting and furthering him in all ho- 
neſt ways of improving and preſerving them. 


Q. How is this to be exerciſed towards the Rich? 


A. By taking all Opportunities of further- 
ing their Profit when it does not leſſen our own. 


Store, or when the Damage is but light to us, 


in compariſon of the Advantage that accrues 
to them. | 
Q. How is this Charity to be exerciſed towards 


the Poor ? 
| A. By 


{ 83 ) 
A. By freely parting with what is our own 
to Lupply their Wants. 
Q. Wherein appears the neceſſity of this Duty ? 
A. Becauſe it is impoſſible without it, not 
only to approve our Love to Men, but even to 
God himſelf. | 
Q What are the due Qꝛalifications of this Duty? 
A. There are ſome which reſpe& the Mo- 
«8 and ſome the Manner of this Duty. 

Q. What are thoſe which reſpe& the Motive of 
OUT Dich 4 : 

A. They are threefold, and regard God, 
our Neighbour, and our ſelves. 

Q. What are the Motives of our giving Alms 
2H re pect of God ? 

A. Obedience and Thankfulneſs; he has 
commanded it, and this is the propereſt way 
of exprefling our Gratitude for his great 
Bounty towards us. 

Q. What is the Motive of Aimſyvoing in re- 
ſpett of our Neighbour? 

A. A true Love and Compaſſion, a tender 


Fellow: feeling of his Wants, and Deſire of 


his Comfort and Relief. 

Q. What is the Motive of Almſgiving in re- 
ſpect to our ſelves ? 

A. The Hope of an eternal Reward pro- 
miſled to that Performance. 77 75 

Q. What is the falſe Motive of this Charity, 
and which will deprive us of the Reward of our 
Almſaceds ? 

A. When we propole to our ſelves the 

Praiſe 


(84) 
Praiſe of Mev, and the Credit we ſhall get 
with them. 

Q. What are thoſe Qualifications of our Cha- 
"my which reſpett the Manner? 

A. The firſt is Chearfulneſs; which makes 
it more valued by Mea, and more acceptable 
to God. 


Q. Wherein appears the Reaſonableneſs of this 
Cualification ? 

A. In that there is no Duty required of us, 
which brings more Delight and Pleaſure to 
Human Nature. 

Q. Will not this Pleaſure be diminiſhed by the 
Tear of i mpoveriſhing our ſelves by giving ? 

A. No; if we conſider, that tho' this Ha- 
Zardl were never ſo apparent, tis the Com- 
mand of God; and moreover that tis a vain 
Suppoſition, God having particularly promi- 
led temporal Happineſs to the Charitable ; ſo 
that to perform this Duty grudgingly is to 
diftruſt God. 

Q. What 3s the ſecond Qualification as to the 
Manner of our Charity. ? 

A. To do it ſeaſonably; ſince our Delay 
pralongs the Sufferings of thoſe that want, 
and gives an Advantage to the Temptations of 
Satan and our own covetous Humour to diſ- 
ſuade us from it. 

Q. What is the third Qualification of our 
Charity as to the Manner? 

A. "T6 give prudently ; that is, to give moſt 
where tis moſt needed, and in facha manner as 
may do the Receiver moſt Good. "-Q 
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= O. What is the fourth Qualification, &c. 


A. To give liberally; recommended to us 
by the Example of Chriſt, who became poor 
to enrich us; and by the Expectation of a Re- 
ward, which will be more or leſs, according 


to the Degree of our Alms. 85 
Q. How is Charity of the Actions to be exercie 


fed towards the Credit of our Neighbour ? 


A. By doing what in us lies to ſupport and 
defend it. | | 
Q. How is it to be exerciſed towards the Ins 


nocent ? „ N 
A. By taking all Occaſions publickly to de- 


clare what we know of their Innocency; 


when we find that ſuch are ſlandered and 
traduced. 5 PT 49 
Qt. How is it to be exerciſed towards the Guilty? 

A. By concealing if poſſible the Fault, if 
no other part of 88 makes the Diſcovery 
neceſſary; Tenderneſs in hiding the Fault 
being moſt likely to bring the Offender to 
Repentance, if it be ſeconded with earneſt 
private Admonition; and if the Fault cannot 
be conceal'd, extenuating and leſſening it as 
much as Circumſtances will bear. 

Q. To whom doth the moſt frequent Exerciſe of 
this Charity happen? 85 

A. To thoſe of whoſe Innocency or Guilt 
we have no Knowledge; but who are by ſome 
doubtful Actions brought under Suſpicion. 

Q. What is our Duty in this Caſe? 

A. Not to think evil 21 but to judge the P 

| an 
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686%) 
and conſequently to abſtain from uncharitable 
Cenſures our ſelves, and what in us lies to 
keep others alſo trom them. 
2 What is the beſt means to help us in the 
Practice of this Virtue? _ | 
| A. Always to keep before our Eyes that 
grand Rule of loving our Neighbour as our 
i ſelves, which the Apoſtle makes the Sum of Mt 
our whole Duty to our Netghbour. 

Q. But if Men are ſo careleſs of their ſpiri- 
tual Affairs as ro wiſh for no Aſſiſtance, are they 
thereby freed by this Rule from thoſe ſorts of Cha- 
nr} i 

A. No; becauſe the Love of our ſelves, 
which is ſet as the Meaſure to that of our 
Neighbour, is underſtood to be that reaſona- 
ble Love which Men ought to have for them- 
ſelves; and therefore tho' a Man fail of that 
| reaſonable Love he owes himſelf, yet his 
i Neighbour thereby forfeits not his Right. 

W | Q. What is that act of Charity which does not 
| properly fall under any of the former Heads, and 
| yet relates to them all ? | 

A. The making Peace and Amity among o- 
thers, whereby we may much benefit the Souls, 
Bodies, Goods, and Credit of our Brethren ; 
neither muſt we only labour to reſtore Peace 
where *tis loſt, but preſerve it where it is. 

Qi: How is this Peace to be preſerved ? 

A. By ſtriving to beget in the Hearts of 
thote we converſe with a great Value for this 
Virtue 3 and by timely preventing thoſe Jars 
we lee likely to fall out. 3 
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| Chriſtian Rule in this Point? 


1 
Q. What is neceſſary to fir a Man for this ex- 
cellent Quality of Peace- maling? 

A. To be remarkably peaceable himſelf. 

Q. What ſeems very contrary to that true 
Peaceableneſs of Spirit we ought to haue? 

A. Mens going to Law on every trifling Af- 
fair, aad thinking themſelve not to blame, 


provided they have Law on their Side. 


Q: J all going to Law utterly unc hriſtian 2 

.A. No; but ſuch kind of Suits eſpecially as 
are upon Contentiouſneſs and Stoutneſs of 
Humour, to defend an inconſiderable Right, 


or to avenge aa inconfiderable Treſpaſs. 


Q. What ſeems to be the Perfection of the 


A. Even in great Matters to part with 
ſomewhat of ones Right for the Love of 
Peace, and as the Apoſtle adviſes," father to 
tale Wrong,” 1 Cor. vi. 7. 
Q. How is Peace to be preſerved, provided 
we go to Lam? 8 | 

A. By carrying a Friendly and Chriſtian 
Temper towards the Party; and by being 
willing to yield to any Chriſtian Terms of 


Agreement, whenever they ſhall be offered. 


Q. Of what extent ought this Charity of the 
ditions to be? | 

A. As large as that of the Affections, even 
to the taking in not only Strangers but our 


bittereſt Enemies, whom ſince we are obliged 


to forgive, we can take no better way, than 


by doing them Good, to eyidence the Truth, 


4 - and 


(88) 
and Sincerity of our Reconciliation; for 
which we have the Example as well as the 
Command of Chriſt. 

Q: In what manner, if poſſible, ſhould we per- 
form this ? L 

A. So as to draw our Enemies from their 
Enmity, and to win them to Peace, which is 
to heap Coals of Fire upon their Heads, by 
melting them into Love and Tenderneſs. 

Q. What is th: great Hindrance of the Excy- 
eiſe of our Duty to our Neighbour ? 

A. Self-love, by which is not meant that 
true Love of our ſelves which is the Love and 
Care of our Souls, but the immoderate Love 
of our own worldly Intereſt and Advantage, 
which 1s apparently the Root of all both 
Injuſtice and Uncharitableneſs towards our 
Neighbour. 

Q. When this Hindrance is removed, what 
Hears muſt we uſe to procure this Charity ? 

A. Earneft Prayer to God, to work it in us, 
and to fend his Spirit to frame our Hearts to 
a meek and peaceable Temper. 

Q. Is zt poſſible to perform the Duties wherein 
we have been inſtructed? 

A. Yes; in ſuch a manner as God will gra- 
ciouſly accept, that is in Sincerity, tho' not 
in Perfection; ſince he requires nothing of us 
which he doth not enable us to perform, if 
we be not wanting to our ſelves, either in ask- 
ing by Prayer, or uſing it by Diligence. 


Q.: But 


8 <> Ie 8 reer ” v-+ 
. 3 1 ee IE z 5 2 * ® . 
* . ee) a” ng 8 2 r 2 . ; 2 . e S —— 
: * N r = r . « CO I SO > 8 n r a" . £ 6 he Oro 44 A 2 n 1 _— 20, ng To FEY, bu tes EN n STE n r ” 2 a . 
e 2 > * $6 $I CL Land: n n : n r n 2 « 3 EN - S 0 ER. . 3 7 
- — - : * . . : ; 3 2 8 . bg Y 
* * ** e N x * 0 * PL r b 2 5". BN 8 1: % 25 LC ANTI NE _—— 7 8 : 4 
I CC ei dt IR, * A A : : F * F N r 
9 * 2 23 . 2 28 8 Wn EOS a 3 n F — 8 * we - . ba 
e P 2 4 5 oy * n "TP? hob RG, * ny A ha 6 C2 527; 9 e >. > 
- * =: 4 S * n - * » 12 
_ " * nne b "RI 3 
* * . 5 a 4 - 
3 


to Perſecution ? 


O. But tho. the Performance of Religion be poſſi- 
ble, is it not unpleaſant ? „ 

A. No; ſince it doth not bereave Men of 
any true Joy, but helps them to a great deal. 
Chriſt's Yoak is eaſy, and his Burthen is 
light. 1 : 
2 hence comes it that Men are not ſenſible of 


Keligion? 


A. From the Reſiſtance our ſinful Cuſtoms 
make, which is to be charged upon our ſelves 
for having acquired them, though even in 
ſuch Caſes the Pleaſure of overcoming them 
outweighs the Trouble of the Combat. 

Q. But what Pleaſure can there be to be expoſed 

A. If we believe the Apoſtles, tis matter of 
Joy; there is ſuch a Force in the Teſtimony 
of a good Conſcience, which can never be ſo 
clear, as when we ſuffer for Righteouſneſs 
ſake; and the Reward above is ſo great, that 
they are able to ſweeten all our Sufferings, 
tho* we go through a Sea of Blood. 

RR As ought to follow the Kuowleage of our 

S Without Delay to practiſe this pleaſant 
and gainful Courſe preſcribed; and if any one 
has gone out of his Way, the more haſte. 
ought he to make to return into it; all Delay. 


being very dangerous. 
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In the Morning. 

As ſoon as thou awakeſt, lift up thy Heart to God, 
| in this ſhort Prayer. 
| Ord, as thou haſt awakened my Body from 
Sleep, 10 by thy Grace, awaken my Soul 

trom Sin, and make me ſo to walk before thee 
this Day, and all the reft of my Life, that 
when the laſt Trumpet ſhall awaken me out 


of the Grave, I may riſe to the Life Immor- 
tal; through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


After thou haſt put on thy Cloaths, fall down up- 
on thy Knees before God, and ſay, 


Gracious Lord, whoſe Mercies endure 
for ever, I thy unworthy Servant, who 
have ſo deeply taſted of them, deſire to ren- 


der thee the Tribute of my humbleſt Praiſes 


for them. Thou haſt given me my Being, 
and ſent thy Son to redeem me, and bring 
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me to his Glory; haſt granted me to be ad- 
mitted into thy Church by Baptiſm; haſt moſt 


compaſſionately born with my Sins, and invi- 
ted me to Repentance; haſt prevented and at- 
ſiſted me by they Grace, whereby to keep me 
back from Sin, and enable me to do that which 
is pleaſing in thy Sight. For theſe and all other 
thy ſpiritual Bleſſings, my Soul doth magni- 
fy the Lord, and may all that is within me 
praiſe his holy Name. I likewiſe praiſe thee 
for my Health, Friends, Food, and Raiment, 
and all the outward Bleflings I enjoy; for 
thy Perſervation of me this Night, and all 
other they Goodneſs towards me. Lord, grant 
that I may render thee not only the Fruit of 
my Lips, but the Obedience of my Life ; that 
1o theſe Bleflings here, may be an Barneſt of 
thoſe richer Bleſſings thou haſt prepared for 
thoſe that Love thee. And tho I have juſtly 
deſerved to bg abhorred by thee, by reaſon of 
my continued Courſe of Sin and Rebellion 
againſt thee, yet look upon me in thy Son, 
my bleſſed Saviour, and for the Merit of his 
Sufferings, pardon all my Sins, and grant I 
may become a new Creature, utterly forſa- 
king every evil Way, and living in univerſal 
Obedience to thee all the reſt of my Days. 
Look with thy tendereſt Compaſſion upon thy 
Univerſal Church, Bleſs, guide, and direct all 
our Governors. Pity all that are in Affliction. 
And grant to all that are near and dear to 


me, all that thou ſeeſt neceſſary, either for 


their 


4 


their Souls or Bodies. Reward thoſe that 
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work in me a ſincerę Contrition, and a per- 


have done me Good, and pardon and convert 


thoſe that have done, or wiſh'd me Evil. And 


guide me ſo this Day, that 1 may neither diſ- 
honour thee, nor wound my own Soul, but 
may do all ſuch good Works as thou haſt pre- 
pared for me to walk in. Let no Evil happen 
to me, but keep me ſafe under thy gracious 
Protection, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
in whoſe bleſſed Name and Words I conclude. 
theſe my imperfe& Prayers, ſaying, Our Fa- 
ther, &C. . "yy 

3 At Night. 


Bethink thy ſelf how thou haſt ſpent the Day paſt, 
and having humbled thy ſelf before God, for any 
Sins thou haſt been guilty of, either in Thought, 
Mord, or Deed, fall ag ain upon thy Knees, bee 
fore thou betakeſ} thy ſelf to Bed, and ſays 


Moft holy Lord God, who art of pu-- 

rer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, how 
mal] I, abominable Wretch, dare to appear 
before thee, who am nothing but Pollution? 
I have tranſgreſſed my Duty to thee, my 
Neighbour, and my ſelf, by doing what thou 
haſt forbidden, and negleéting what thou haſt 


_ commanded. And now, © Lord, what ſhall 1 


lay unto thee ? I know the Wages of Sin is 
Death; but oh! thou who willeſt not the 
Death of a Sinner have Mercy upon me; 


\ tect 


6 ; 
fect Hatred of all my Sins. Accept, O Lord; 
of that Ranſom thy bleſſed Son has. paid for 
me, and for his fake pardon all my Offences, 
and receive me into thy Favour. And O thou 
Father of Mercy, who art kind even to the 
unthankful ; make me truly thankful for this 
Day's Bleſſiug added to thy former Fa- 
vours; let this Goodneſs of thine lead me to 
Repentance, and grant me not analy to offer 
thee Thanks and Praiſe, but ſo to order my 
Converſation aright, that I may at the laſt ſee 
the Salvation of God. Work in me both to will 
and to do according to thy good Pleaſure. And 
ſanctify me throughout, that my whole Spirit, 
and Soul, and Body, may be preſerved blame- 
leſs unto the coming of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift. Have Mercy likewiſe upon all Men, 
and grant that the precious Ranſom which 
was paid for all, may be eftettual for the ſa- 
ving of all. Be gracious to this Church and 
Nation. Bleſs our Governors both Eccleſiaſti- 
cal and Civil, and make them highly uſeful 
in their ſeveral Stations. Have Pity on all in 
Affliction, and adminiſter to them according 
to their ſeveral Neceſſities. Bleſs all my Friends 
and Relations, and all I am bound to pray for, 
with all things needful either for their Souls 
or Bodies. And O thou who neither ſlumber- 
eſt nor ſleepeſt, watch over me this Night, 
keep me by thy Grace from all Works of Dark- 
neſs, and defend me by thy Power from all 
Dangers. Grant me moderate and refreſhing 
= | Sleep, 
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Sleep, fuch as may fit me for-the Duties of the 
following Day. And make me ever mindful 
of that time when I ſhall lie down in the Duſt, 
and whether I live or die, let me ſtil} be thine, 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 11 whoſe: 


bleſſed Name and Words I conclude theſe my 
imperfect Prayers, ſaying: as he himſelf has 
taught me, Our Father, &c. 


| Let thy Bed put thee in mind of th Grave: ; aud 


when thou lieſt down ſay, 


I will lay me down in Peace, and take my 
Reft ; for it is thou, O Lord, only that makeſt 
me to dwell in Safety. 

Into thy Hands I commend my Spirit; for 


thou haft redeemed me, O Lord, thou God 


of Truth. 
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